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Abstract:

Following the Holy Quran, the Prophetic Sunnah serves as the foundational
source of guidance, legal norms, and ethical frameworks for the Muslim
community. Within the vast corpus of Islamic jurisprudence (Usul al-Figh
and Usul al-Hadith), the epistemic authority and legal applicability of
Khabar al-Wahid (isolated or single-chain reports) have consistently
remained central topics of scholarly inquiry. While speculative in epistemic
value (zanni), isolated reports form the empirical foundation for a vast
majority of practical legal rulings (Ahkam), acts of worship (Ibadat), and
civil transactions (Mu'amalat). This study explores the linguistic and
terminological definitions of Khabar, its structural classification by major
schools of thought into Mutawatir and Ahad (including Mashhur, Aziz, and
Gharib), and the rigorous methodological criteria established by classical
scholars such as Al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, Al-Shafi'i, and Ibn Hajar al-
Asqalani to validate narrators and authenticate texts. Furthermore, it
examines the scriptural justifications derived from the Quran (such as Ayat
al-Naba' and Ayat al-Nafr) and historical precedents from the era of the
Prophet (PBUH) and the Companions (e.g., the diversion of the Qibla at
Quba and the missive to Heraclius). By integrating classical hermeneutical
approaches with modern critical perspectives, this study clarifies the
boundaries, constraints, and deductive processes applied by Islamic
scholars to extract enforceable jurisprudence from individual-chain
traditions, thereby reconciling adherence to text with logical-legal
consistency.
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