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Abstract 

Mahjar (Arab-American) literature occupies a prominent position in the 

development of modern Arabic South America during the late nineteenth 

and early twentieth centuries. Among its defining characteristics, nostalgia 

serves as a dominant literary and philosophical theme, reflecting the 

emotional, cultural, and psychological consequences of migration, exile, and 

displacement. This study investigates the representation of nostalgia in the 

selected literary works of four eminent Mahjar writers—Kahlil Gibran, 

Ameen Rihani, Elia Abu Madi, and Mikhail Naimy. Employing a qualitative 

research design and textual analytical approach, the study critically 

examines how these writers transformed personal experiences of exile into 

enduring literary expressions of identity, cultural memory, spirituality, and 

belonging. The findings reveal that nostalgia in Mahjar literature extends 

beyond a sentimental longing for the homeland to function as a dynamic 

literary framework through which issues of identity, cultural continuity, and 

intercultural dialogue are explored. Although each writer presents a distinct 

philosophical and literary perspective, they collectively portray nostalgia as 

a creative force that preserves Arab cultural heritage while fostering 

universal human values and strengthening intellectual dialogue between 

Eastern and Western civilizations. Furthermore, the study demonstrates that 

Mahjar writers made a significant contribution to the modernization of 

Arabic literature by introducing innovative literary forms, philosophical 

reflection, and humanistic ideals. By offering a comparative analysis of four 

major Mahjar writers, this research contributes to a deeper understanding of 

nostalgia as the intellectual and emotional foundation of Mahjar literature 

and underscores its continuing relevance in contemporary debates on 

migration, diaspora, identity, and cultural memory. 
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1-Introduction 

Nostalgia is a profound emotional and psychological experience that 

emerges from an individual's longing for a cherished past, a familiar 

homeland, or a lost sense of belonging. Although commonly associated with 

homesickness, nostalgia extends far beyond a sentimental recollection of the 

past; it embodies the complex relationship between memory, identity, 

displacement, and cultural consciousness. Throughout history, this universal 

human emotion has served as a significant source of artistic inspiration, 

particularly in literature, where writers have explored the emotional 

consequences of migration, exile, separation, and cultural transformation. 

Within Arabic literature, nostalgia occupies a central position as one 

of the most enduring literary themes. From classical Arabic poetry to modern 

literary movements, poets have consistently expressed their attachment to 

their homeland, cultural heritage, and personal memories. However, the 

theme acquired a deeper psychological and philosophical dimension with 

the emergence of Mahjar (Arab-American) literature during the late 

nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The migration of Arab 

intellectuals and writers, primarily from Lebanon and Syria to North and 

South America, created a distinctive literary tradition shaped by 

displacement, cultural negotiation, and the search for identity. Living 

between two civilizations, these writers experienced the emotional burden 

of exile while simultaneously engaging with new cultural and intellectual 

environments. 

Among the leading figures of this literary movement were Kahlil 

Gibran, Ameen Rihani, Elia Abu Madi, and Mikhail Naimy. Their writings 

reflect an intimate dialogue between the East and the West, tradition and 

modernity, and memory and reality. Rather than portraying nostalgia merely 

as a personal emotion, these authors transformed it into a broader literary 

and philosophical discourse that examined identity, belonging, spirituality, 

humanism, and cultural continuity. Their poetry and prose reveal how exile 

reshaped personal experiences into universal reflections on humanity, 

making Mahjar literature an influential force in the development of modern 

Arabic literature. 

Migration profoundly altered the lives of these writers. While 

America offered opportunities for intellectual freedom and creative 

expression, it also intensified feelings of alienation, loneliness, and 

separation from their native lands. Consequently, their literary works 

became powerful expressions of longing for their homeland, preservation 
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of cultural identity, and emotional attachment to their linguistic and 

historical roots. Through vivid imagery, symbolism, and innovative 

literary techniques, Mahjar writers articulated the psychological realities 

of exile while advocating ideals of tolerance, coexistence, and universal 

human values. 

Despite the considerable scholarly attention devoted to Mahjar 

literature, the multidimensional relationship between nostalgia, identity 

formation, and cultural memory continues to invite further exploration. 

Much of the existing scholarship emphasizes the historical development of 

the Mahjar movement or the biographies of individual writers, whereas 

comparatively less attention has been given to nostalgia as a unifying 

literary and philosophical framework that shapes their collective literary 

vision. This study seeks to address that gap by examining nostalgia not 

simply as an emotional response to displacement but as a creative force 

that informs the thematic, cultural, and aesthetic foundations of Arab-

American literature. 

Using a qualitative descriptive and analytical approach, this research 

critically examines selected literary works by major Mahjar writers to 

investigate how nostalgia functions as a medium for expressing exile, 

preserving cultural identity, and negotiating the complexities of migration. 

The study further explores the ways in which these authors bridged Eastern 

and Western literary traditions while contributing to the modernization of 

Arabic literature. Ultimately, this research argues that Mahjar literature 

represents far more than a record of migration; it constitutes a significant 

literary movement that transformed personal experiences of displacement 

into enduring reflections on identity, memory, belonging, and the universal 

human condition. 

1.1 Research Gap 
Although Mahjar literature has received considerable scholarly 

attention, existing research has primarily focused on the historical 

development of the Mahjar movement, the biographies of its leading writers, 

and their contributions to the modernization of Arabic literature. Numerous 

studies have examined themes such as migration, exile, nationalism, 

spirituality, romanticism, and cultural hybridity. However, comparatively 

little attention has been devoted to nostalgia as a comprehensive literary and 

philosophical framework that simultaneously shapes identity, cultural 

memory, and the immigrant experience. 

Moreover, previous studies have frequently investigated individual 

Mahjar writers in isolation, limiting a broader understanding of the collective 

literary consciousness that characterizes the movement. There remains a 

need for a comparative analysis that explores how major Mahjar authors 
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employed nostalgia not merely as an emotional response to separation from 

their homeland but as a creative force that redefined concepts of belonging, 

identity, and intercultural dialogue. This study seeks to address this gap by 

offering a comprehensive analysis of nostalgia in the selected works of 

prominent Mahjar writers and by examining its significance in the 

development of modern Arabic literature. 

1.2 Problem Statement 
Migration often results in profound emotional and cultural 

transformations that shape literary expression. For Arab-American (Mahjar) 

writers, displacement generated feelings of longing, alienation, and 

nostalgia, which became central themes in their literary works. Although 

these themes have been widely acknowledged, limited research has critically 

examined nostalgia as the unifying force underlying Mahjar literary thought. 

Consequently, the relationship between nostalgia, identity formation, 

cultural memory, and literary innovation remains insufficiently explored. 

This study addresses this issue by investigating how nostalgia functions as 

both an emotional experience and a literary strategy in the works of selected 

Mahjar authors. 

1.3 Research Objectives 
The objectives of this study are to: 

1. Examine the representation of nostalgia in the selected works of major 

Mahjar writers. 

2. Investigate the relationship between exile, migration, and the 

construction of cultural identity. 

3. Analyze how nostalgia contributes to the preservation of cultural 

memory and attachment to the homeland. 

4. Explore the literary and philosophical contributions of Mahjar writers to 

modern Arabic literature. 

5. Evaluate the role of Mahjar literature in promoting intercultural dialogue 

and universal human values. 

1.4 Research Questions 
The study seeks to answer the following questions: 

1. How is nostalgia represented in the literary works of selected Mahjar 

writers? 

2. In what ways does migration influence identity formation and literary 

expression in Mahjar literature? 

3. How do Mahjar writers employ nostalgia to preserve cultural memory 

and national identity? 

4. What literary techniques are used to portray exile, displacement, and 

longing for the homeland? 



 

 

50

The Elements of Nostalgia in Arab Migrant Literature: An Analysis 

Al-Ida’at Arabic Research Journal (Vol.6, Issue 1, 2026: January-March) 

50 

5. How has Mahjar literature contributed to the development of modern 

Arabic literature and intercultural understanding? 

1.5 Significance of the Study 
This study contributes to the growing body of scholarship on Arab-

American (Mahjar) literature by providing a comprehensive analysis of 

nostalgia as its central literary and philosophical theme. It offers new 

insights into how migration, exile, and cultural displacement shape literary 

creativity while preserving cultural identity and historical memory. The 

findings will benefit scholars of Arabic literature, comparative literature, 

diaspora studies, migration studies, and cultural studies by enhancing 

understanding of the complex relationship between literature, identity, and 

transnational experience. Furthermore, the study highlights the continuing 

relevance of Mahjar literature in contemporary discussions of globalization, 

multiculturalism, cultural dialogue, and human coexistence. 

2- Literature Review 
Mahjar (Arab-American) literature occupies a distinctive position in 

the evolution of modern Arabic literature, representing one of the earliest 

and most influential literary responses to migration, exile, and cultural 

transformation. Emerging during the late nineteenth and early twentieth 

centuries, the Mahjar movement developed primarily through the migration 

of Arab intellectuals, particularly from Lebanon and Syria, to North and 

South America. According to Badawi (1992), this literary movement marked 

a significant departure from the rigid conventions of classical Arabic 

literature by introducing greater artistic freedom, philosophical inquiry, and 

individual expression. Similarly, Allen (2000) argues that Mahjar writers 

played a pivotal role in the modernization of Arabic literature by integrating 

Eastern literary traditions with Western intellectual and artistic influences. 

Expanding this perspective, Al-Issa (2003) contends that Arab-American 

writers established a distinctive literary identity that reflected the complex 

realities of migration, cultural negotiation, and belonging. More recently, 

Vinson (2022) has emphasized that Mahjar literature should be understood 

within broader frameworks of diaspora and transnational literary studies 

because of its enduring engagement with questions of identity, displacement, 

and intercultural dialogue. 

Among the defining characteristics of Mahjar literature, nostalgia 

remains one of its most dominant and enduring themes. Derived from the 

Greek words nostos (return home) and algos (pain), nostalgia originally 

referred to homesickness but has since evolved into a broader psychological 

and literary concept encompassing memory, identity, belonging, cultural 

continuity, and emotional attachment to place. Boym (2001) argues that 

nostalgia should not be understood merely as a longing for the past but as a 
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complex cultural and emotional phenomenon through which individuals 

reconstruct identity and negotiate the relationship between memory and 

modernity. Similarly, recent studies on Arab diasporic literature maintain 

that nostalgia functions as a dynamic literary strategy through which 

displaced writers preserve cultural memory while adapting to new social and 

cultural environments (Nostalgia in Anglophone Arab Literature, 2023). 

Within Mahjar literature, nostalgia therefore transcends sentimental 

remembrance and becomes a philosophical reflection on exile, identity, and 

the search for belonging. 

Kahlil Gibran is widely recognized as one of the foremost 

representatives of Mahjar literature whose writings successfully combined 

Eastern spirituality with Western philosophical thought. According to Najjar 

(2008), Gibran’s literary philosophy reflects a profound synthesis of 

mysticism, humanism, and universal ethics. His celebrated works, including 

The Prophet and My Soul Counselled Me, explore themes of love, freedom, 

morality, beauty, and spiritual awakening while maintaining a deep 

emotional attachment to his Lebanese homeland. Rather than portraying 

exile exclusively as suffering, Gibran transforms displacement into an 

opportunity for intellectual growth, self-discovery, and universal human 

understanding. Badawi (1992) similarly observes that Gibran’s literary 

vision transcends national boundaries by advocating harmony between 

Eastern and Western civilizations, thereby establishing him as one of the 

most influential figures in modern Arabic literature. 

Ameen Rihani occupies an equally significant position within the 

Mahjar movement because of his pioneering efforts to promote intercultural 

dialogue, intellectual reform, and religious tolerance. Diab (2015) argues 

that Rihani regarded mutual understanding between civilizations as essential 

for achieving social and political harmony. As one of the earliest Arab 

authors to write extensively in both Arabic and English, Rihani consistently 

advocated freedom, justice, coexistence, and universal human values while 

remaining deeply connected to his Arab cultural heritage. His literary works 

challenge simplistic oppositions between East and West, instead presenting 

both civilizations as complementary traditions capable of enriching one 

another through dialogue, cultural exchange, and shared human experiences. 

Elia Abu Madi represents the philosophical and reflective dimension 

of Mahjar literature. His poetry frequently examines existential questions 

concerning life, death, destiny, hope, and the meaning of human existence. 

According to Badawi (1992), Abu Madi’s writings combine emotional 

sensitivity with philosophical contemplation, enabling him to transform 

personal experiences of exile into universal reflections on humanity. His 

poems reveal that nostalgia extends beyond homesickness to become an 
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intellectual exploration of identity, memory, and the individual’s 

relationship with both homeland and humanity. Living in exile intensified 

his feelings of loneliness and uncertainty; however, these experiences 

ultimately inspired an optimistic poetic vision grounded in resilience, self-

reflection, and appreciation of life’s beauty. 

Mikhail Naimy further enriched Mahjar literature through his 

humanitarian philosophy and spiritual outlook. Allen (2000) identifies 

Naimy as one of the principal reformers of modern Arabic literature whose 

writings emphasize moral responsibility, compassion, peace, and social 

justice. His experiences of migration and military service profoundly 

influenced his literary thought, leading him to portray exile as both an 

emotional struggle and a catalyst for spiritual development. Naimy’s 

writings consistently advocate reconciliation, ethical consciousness, and 

universal brotherhood while portraying nature as a powerful symbol of 

permanence, purity, and emotional belonging. His literary philosophy 

demonstrates that nostalgia serves not only as remembrance of the homeland 

but also as a source of moral and spiritual renewal. 

Collectively, the literary contributions of Gibran, Rihani, Abu Madi, 

and Naimy transformed the landscape of modern Arabic literature. Their 

rejection of rigid classical conventions, adoption of free literary expression, 

incorporation of philosophical reflection, and emphasis on psychological 

realism introduced new aesthetic possibilities into Arabic literary discourse 

(Allen, 2000; Badawi, 1992). Influenced by Romanticism and Western 

literary movements, Mahjar writers simultaneously preserved their Arab 

cultural identity while embracing artistic innovation. Their works 

demonstrate that migration did not weaken their attachment to their 

homeland; rather, it deepened their appreciation of cultural memory and 

inspired new forms of literary creativity capable of addressing universal 

human concerns. 

Existing scholarship has extensively examined the historical 

emergence of the Mahjar movement and the literary achievements of its 

major figures. Researchers have explored themes such as migration, 

nationalism, spirituality, identity, exile, and cultural hybridity as defining 

characteristics of Mahjar literature (Al-Issa, 2003; Diab, 2015). 

Nevertheless, comparatively limited attention has been devoted to nostalgia 

as an integrated literary and philosophical framework through which Mahjar 

writers collectively negotiate identity, cultural memory, displacement, and 

belonging. Furthermore, much of the existing literature analyzes individual 

authors separately, providing insufficient comparative examination of the 

shared literary consciousness that unites the Mahjar movement. Recent 

scholarship likewise calls for broader interdisciplinary and transnational 
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approaches to Arab-American literary studies, particularly those examining 

memory, migration, and identity from comparative perspectives (Vinson, 2022). 

The present study seeks to address this gap by critically examining 

nostalgia as the central thematic and philosophical foundation of Mahjar 

literature through a comparative analysis of the selected works of Kahlil 

Gibran, Ameen Rihani, Elia Abu Madi, and Mikhail Naimy. By investigating 

how nostalgia functions as a creative force shaping identity, preserving cultural 

memory, and fostering dialogue between Eastern and Western civilizations, this 

study contributes to a deeper understanding of Mahjar literature as a 

transformative movement within modern Arabic literary history. It further 

demonstrates that nostalgia is not merely an emotional response to exile but a 

dynamic literary framework through which Mahjar writers reimagined the 

concepts of homeland, belonging, and shared humanity. 

3- Methodology 

3.1 Research Design 
This study adopts a qualitative descriptive and analytical research 

design to investigate the representation of nostalgia in Arab-American 

(Mahjar) literature. A qualitative approach is considered the most 

appropriate because the research focuses on interpreting literary texts, 

examining thematic patterns, and exploring the emotional, philosophical, 

and cultural dimensions of nostalgia. Rather than relying on numerical data, 

the study emphasizes textual interpretation and critical analysis to 

understand how Mahjar writers articulate experiences of exile, migration, 

identity, and cultural belonging. 

3.2 Research Method 
The research employs the textual analysis method, which enables an 

in-depth examination of selected literary works. Through close reading and 

thematic interpretation, the study identifies recurring motifs, literary 

techniques, and symbolic expressions associated with nostalgia and 

displacement. The selected texts are analyzed within their historical, 

cultural, and literary contexts to reveal the broader significance of Mahjar 

literature in the development of modern Arabic literary thought. 

3.3 Data Sources 
The study is based on both primary and secondary sources. 

3.3.1 Primary Sources 
The primary data consist of selected poems, essays, and literary works of 

prominent Mahjar writers, including: 

- Kahlil Gibran 

- Ameen Rihani 

- Elia Abu Madi 
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- Mikhail Naimy 

These authors were selected because of their pioneering contributions 

to Mahjar literature and their extensive exploration of exile, nostalgia, 

identity, spirituality, and cultural consciousness. 

3.3.2 Secondary Sources 
Secondary data include scholarly books, peer-reviewed journal 

articles, literary criticism, dissertations, conference papers, and other 

credible academic publications related to Mahjar literature, nostalgia, 

migration, diaspora studies, and modern Arabic literature. These sources 

provide the theoretical and critical foundation for interpreting the selected 

literary texts. 

3.4 Data Collection Procedure 

Data were collected through an extensive review of primary literary 

texts and relevant scholarly literature. The selected works were carefully 

examined to identify passages reflecting themes of nostalgia, exile, 

homeland, identity, memory, cultural attachment, and humanism. Relevant 

scholarly sources were consulted to contextualize these themes within the 

broader framework of Arabic literary criticism and diaspora studies. 

3.5 Data Analysis 
The collected data were analyzed using thematic literary analysis. The 

analysis involved multiple stages. Initially, the selected texts were subjected 

to close reading to identify recurring themes and literary patterns. These 

themes were subsequently categorized according to concepts such as 

nostalgia, migration, exile, identity, cultural memory, spirituality, and 

intercultural dialogue. Finally, the findings were interpreted in light of 

existing scholarship to evaluate how Mahjar writers transformed personal 

experiences of displacement into universal literary expressions of human 

existence and cultural belonging. 

3.6 Theoretical Framework 
The present study is grounded in an interdisciplinary theoretical 

framework that integrates Nostalgia Theory, Diaspora Theory, and Cultural 

Memory Theory to examine the representation of nostalgia in Arab-

American (Mahjar) literature. These complementary perspectives provide a 

comprehensive analytical foundation for understanding how Mahjar writers 

transformed personal experiences of migration and exile into enduring 

literary expressions of identity, belonging, and cultural continuity. 

The primary theoretical foundation of this study is Svetlana Boym’s 

(2001) Theory of Nostalgia, which conceptualizes nostalgia as a complex 

cultural and emotional phenomenon rather than a simple longing for the past. 

Boym distinguishes between restorative nostalgia, which seeks to 
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reconstruct and preserve the lost homeland, and reflective nostalgia, which 

contemplates memory, displacement, and the passage of time without 

attempting to restore the past. This distinction is particularly relevant to 

Mahjar literature, where writers portray nostalgia not merely as 

homesickness but as a philosophical exploration of exile, identity, and 

cultural belonging. Their literary works demonstrate that memories of the 

homeland become powerful sources of artistic creativity, self-reflection, and 

emotional resilience. 

To further understand the immigrant experience, the study draws upon 

Diaspora Theory, particularly the contributions of William Safran (1991) 

and James Clifford (1994). Safran explains diaspora as a condition in which 

dispersed communities maintain emotional, cultural, and historical 

attachments to their homeland despite geographical separation. Clifford 

expands this perspective by arguing that diaspora should be understood 

as a dynamic process of cultural negotiation, hybridity, and identity 

formation rather than a permanent condition of exile. These theoretical 

perspectives illuminate how Mahjar writers simultaneously preserved 

their Arab cultural heritage while adapting to new social and cultural 

environments in the Americas. Their writings reveal that migration 

created a dual sense of belonging, allowing them to negotiate identities 

across multiple cultural contexts. 

The framework is further strengthened by Jan Assmann’s (1995) 

Theory of Cultural Memory, which emphasizes the role of collective 

memory in preserving cultural identity across generations. Assmann argues 

that literature functions as an important medium through which societies 

maintain their historical consciousness, traditions, and shared cultural 

values. Within Mahjar literature, memories of the homeland are not merely 

personal recollections but collective cultural experiences that reinforce 

identity, preserve heritage, and strengthen emotional connections with the 

Arab world. Through poetry and prose, Mahjar writers transformed 

individual memories into enduring representations of collective identity and 

cultural continuity. 

The integration of these theoretical perspectives provides a 

comprehensive analytical lens for the present study. Boym’s theory 

explains the emotional and philosophical dimensions of nostalgia, 

Diaspora Theory contextualizes the experiences of migration and identity 

formation, while Cultural Memory Theory demonstrates how literature 

preserves cultural heritage despite geographical displacement. 

Collectively, these theories facilitate a deeper understanding of how 

Kahlil Gibran, Ameen Rihani, Elia Abu Madi, and Mikhail Naimy 
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transformed exile into a powerful literary expression of identity, memory, 

and universal human values. 

Accordingly, this theoretical framework enables the study to examine 

nostalgia not simply as an emotional response to displacement but as a 

multidimensional literary construct that shapes identity, sustains cultural 

memory, and promotes intercultural dialogue. It also provides an appropriate 

foundation for interpreting Mahjar literature as a transformative movement 

that successfully bridges Eastern and Western literary traditions while 

enriching the development of modern Arabic literature. 

3.7 Scope and Delimitation 

The study is limited to the analysis of selected literary works by four 

major Arab-American (Mahjar) writers: Kahlil Gibran, Ameen Rihani, Elia 

Abu Madi, and Mikhail Naimy. It primarily focuses on the theme of 

nostalgia and its relationship with exile, migration, identity, and cultural 

memory. Other literary themes and writers associated with the Mahjar 

movement fall beyond the scope of the present research. 

3.8 Ethical Considerations 
The study is based exclusively on published literary texts and 

scholarly sources. All ideas, quotations, and interpretations are 

appropriately acknowledged through academic referencing. The research 

adheres to the principles of academic integrity by ensuring accurate 

citation, objective analysis, and respect for intellectual property 

throughout the study. 

4- Analysis and Discussion 

4.1 Nostalgia as the Defining Theme of Mahjar Literature 
Nostalgia constitutes the emotional and philosophical foundation of 

Mahjar literature. For Arab-American writers, nostalgia extends beyond a 

simple longing for the homeland; it represents a profound reflection on 

identity, memory, displacement, and the search for belonging. The 

experience of migration exposed these writers to unfamiliar cultural, 

linguistic, and social environments, creating a persistent sense of separation 

from their native land. Consequently, nostalgia became both an emotional 

response to exile and a powerful literary device through which they 

reconstructed their cultural identity and preserved their connection with their 

homeland. 

Unlike classical Arabic poetry, where nostalgia often appears as a 

personal expression of homesickness, Mahjar writers broadened its meaning 

to encompass universal human concerns. Their literary works portray exile 

not merely as geographical separation but as a psychological and spiritual 

condition that shapes one’s understanding of self and society. Through vivid 
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imagery, symbolism, and reflective language, they transformed individual 

experiences of migration into timeless literary expressions that continue to 

resonate with readers across cultures. 

4.2 Nostalgia in the Works of Kahlil Gibran 
Kahlil Gibran’s literary philosophy reflects a unique synthesis of 

Eastern spirituality and Western humanism. Although he spent much of 

his life outside Lebanon, his homeland remained an enduring presence in 

his writings. Rather than expressing nostalgia through direct lamentation, 

Gibran associated the homeland with spiritual values, moral integrity, and 

emotional belonging. His works suggest that exile is not only a physical 

displacement but also an opportunity for intellectual growth and self-

discovery. 

In many of his poems and prose writings, memories of Lebanon 

symbolize purity, peace, and cultural continuity. These memories serve as a 

source of inspiration that enables the individual to transcend loneliness and 

cultivate hope. Gibran’s treatment of nostalgia therefore moves beyond 

sentimental remembrance and becomes a philosophical exploration of 

humanity’s enduring search for meaning, identity, and inner peace. 

4.3 Nostalgia in the Poetry of Elia Abu Madi 
Elia Abu Madi presents nostalgia through a deeply introspective and 

philosophical lens. His poetry reflects the emotional burden of exile, the 

uncertainty of human existence, and the desire to reconnect with one’s 

cultural roots. Feelings of loneliness and alienation frequently emerge 

alongside optimism and resilience, demonstrating his belief that suffering 

can lead to wisdom and personal transformation. 

Abu Madi employs natural imagery, symbolic landscapes, and 

reflective language to portray the emotional conflict experienced by 

immigrants. His longing for Lebanon is inseparable from his broader 

contemplation of life, destiny, and human existence. Consequently, nostalgia 

functions not merely as an expression of homesickness but as a philosophical 

inquiry into identity, memory, and the universal human condition. 

4.3.1 Comparative Perspective 
Although Gibran and Abu Madi differ in literary style and 

philosophical orientation, both writers regard nostalgia as a transformative 

rather than restrictive force. For Gibran, nostalgia inspires spiritual 

enlightenment and universal brotherhood, whereas Abu Madi emphasizes 

introspection, emotional resilience, and existential reflection. Together, their 

works demonstrate that Mahjar literature elevates nostalgia from an 

individual emotion to a universal literary experience capable of connecting 

diverse cultures through shared human values. 
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4.4 Nostalgia in the Writings of Ameen Rihani 
Ameen Rihani occupies a distinctive position in Mahjar literature 

because of his intellectual vision and commitment to cultural dialogue. 

Unlike many of his contemporaries, Rihani viewed migration not solely as a 

source of emotional suffering but also as an opportunity for intellectual 

enrichment and social transformation. Nevertheless, his writings 

consistently reveal a profound attachment to his homeland, demonstrating 

that geographical distance could never diminish his cultural identity or 

emotional bond with Lebanon. 

Rihani's concept of nostalgia extends beyond personal 

remembrance to embrace a broader concern for national identity, social 

reform, and intercultural understanding. His literary works advocate 

reconciliation between Eastern and Western civilizations while 

emphasizing the preservation of Arab cultural heritage. Rather than 

presenting exile as permanent loss, he interprets it as a condition that 

broadens human understanding and encourages critical reflection on 

society, politics, and culture. 

His poetry and prose frequently celebrate the beauty of his homeland, 

the richness of Arab civilization, and the enduring values of freedom, justice, 

and human dignity. Nostalgia, therefore, functions not merely as an 

emotional longing for the past but as an intellectual force that inspires 

reform, cultural renewal, and universal human cooperation. This balanced 

perspective distinguishes Rihani from many other Mahjar writers whose 

works are more intensely centered on emotional exile. 

4.5 Nostalgia in the Works of Mikhail Naimy 
Mikhail Naimy presents nostalgia from a deeply spiritual and 

humanitarian perspective. His literary philosophy emphasizes compassion, 

self-awareness, moral responsibility, and the continuous search for inner 

peace. While exile generated feelings of loneliness and separation, Naimy 

regarded these experiences as opportunities for spiritual growth and 

philosophical reflection. 

His writings demonstrate that nostalgia is closely associated with 

memory, faith, and moral consciousness. Rather than idealizing the 

homeland, Naimy portrays it as a symbol of cultural identity, ethical values, 

and spiritual belonging. His reflections on migration reveal that physical 

separation often strengthens emotional attachment to one's roots, language, 

and traditions. 

Nature occupies a central position in Naimy's literary imagination. 

Mountains, rivers, forests, and rural landscapes symbolize purity, 

permanence, and harmony, providing emotional comfort to individuals 

living in exile. These natural images function as symbolic representations of 
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the homeland and reinforce the emotional intensity of nostalgic 

remembrance. Consequently, nostalgia becomes an instrument of spiritual 

renewal rather than merely an expression of personal grief. 

Furthermore, Naimy's humanitarian philosophy extends the meaning 

of nostalgia beyond national boundaries. His writings advocate universal 

brotherhood, peace, and mutual respect among cultures, suggesting that the 

experience of exile enables individuals to develop greater empathy for 

humanity as a whole. 

4.6 Comparative Analysis of the Selected Mahjar Writers 
Although Kahlil Gibran, Ameen Rihani, Elia Abu Madi, and Mikhail 

Naimy differ in literary style, philosophical orientation, and thematic 

emphasis, their writings collectively establish nostalgia as the defining 

characteristic of Mahjar literature. Each author transforms personal 

experiences of migration into broader reflections on identity, memory, 

belonging, and cultural continuity. 

Gibran approaches nostalgia through spiritual philosophy and 

universal humanism, emphasizing self-discovery and moral enlightenment. 

Rihani combines nostalgia with intellectual reform and intercultural 

dialogue, portraying exile as an opportunity for social and cultural 

development. Abu Madi explores nostalgia through existential reflection, 

highlighting loneliness, uncertainty, and the search for meaning. Naimy 

interprets nostalgia as a spiritual journey that promotes compassion, ethical 

consciousness, and universal peace. 

Despite these differences, all four writers share a common 

commitment to preserving their Arab cultural identity while embracing 

constructive engagement with Western civilization. Their literary 

works reject cultural isolation and instead promote dialogue,  

coexistence, and mutual understanding. This synthesis of cultural 

loyalty and intellectual openness represents one of the most significant 

achievements of Mahjar literature. 

The comparative analysis further demonstrates that nostalgia in 

Mahjar literature is not confined to sentimental remembrance of the 

homeland. Instead, it functions as a dynamic literary and philosophical 

concept through which writers negotiate displacement, reconstruct identity, 

preserve cultural memory, and articulate universal human values. 

Consequently, Mahjar literature occupies a unique position in modern 

Arabic literature by transforming the immigrant experience into a timeless 

exploration of humanity, belonging, and cultural coexistence. 
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5-Major Findings and Discussion 

5.1 Major Findings 
The present study reveals that nostalgia constitutes the central 

thematic and philosophical foundation of Arab-American (Mahjar) 

literature. A critical analysis of the selected works of Kahlil Gibran, Ameen 

Rihani, Elia Abu Madi, and Mikhail Naimy demonstrates that nostalgia 

extends far beyond a sentimental longing for the homeland. Instead, it 

emerges as a multidimensional literary construct through which the writers 

negotiate identity, preserve cultural memory, and articulate the emotional 

realities of migration and exile. 

The first major finding indicates that migration profoundly influenced 

the literary imagination of Mahjar writers. Although geographical 

displacement separated them from their native lands, it simultaneously 

intensified their emotional attachment to their homeland, language, culture, 

and traditions. Their literary works consistently portray exile as both a 

painful experience of separation and a transformative journey of intellectual 

and spiritual growth. 

The study further establishes that nostalgia functions as a powerful 

mechanism for preserving cultural identity. Living in foreign societies 

exposed Mahjar writers to new languages, customs, and intellectual 

traditions; however, rather than abandoning their cultural heritage, they 

reinforced their attachment to Arab history, values, and linguistic identity. 

Their writings reflect a continuous effort to maintain a meaningful 

connection with their homeland while adapting to new social and cultural 

environments. 

Another significant finding is the diversity of literary approaches 

employed by the selected writers in expressing nostalgia. Kahlil Gibran 

presents nostalgia through spirituality and universal humanism, emphasizing 

self-discovery and moral enlightenment. Ameen Rihani associates nostalgia 

with intellectual reform, intercultural dialogue, and social progress. Elia Abu 

Madi explores nostalgia through philosophical reflection and existential 

inquiry, while Mikhail Naimy interprets it as a spiritual experience leading 

to compassion, ethical awareness, and universal peace. Despite these 

differences, all four writers share a common literary vision centered on 

human dignity, cultural continuity, and emotional attachment to their 

homeland. 

The analysis also demonstrates that Mahjar literature played a 

decisive role in transforming modern Arabic literary expression. Influenced 

by Western literary movements, Mahjar writers introduced innovative 

themes, simplified language, psychological depth, and greater artistic 

freedom while remaining firmly rooted in Arabic literary traditions. Their 
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works successfully established an intellectual bridge between Eastern and 

Western civilizations, contributing significantly to the modernization of 

Arabic literature. 

Finally, the study confirms that nostalgia in Mahjar literature should 

not be understood merely as an emotional response to exile. Rather, it 

represents a creative and philosophical force that enables writers to 

reinterpret migration, reconstruct identity, and promote intercultural 

understanding. Through their literary achievements, Mahjar authors 

transformed personal experiences of displacement into universal reflections 

on belonging, memory, humanity, and cultural coexistence. 

5.2 Discussion 
The findings of this study reinforce the view that Mahjar literature 

occupies a distinctive position within modern Arabic literature because it 

successfully integrates personal experience with broader cultural and 

philosophical concerns. Nostalgia emerges not as a sign of weakness or 

passive remembrance but as an active literary strategy through which Mahjar 

writers preserve cultural identity while engaging constructively with new 

societies. This interpretation supports contemporary scholarship that views 

nostalgia as a dynamic process of identity formation rather than a simple 

desire to return to the past. 

The study further demonstrates that the emotional experience of 

exile inspired literary innovation rather than limiting creative expression. 

Living between Eastern and Western civilizations enabled Mahjar writers 

to challenge conventional literary traditions, adopt new artistic 

techniques, and develop a more universal literary outlook. Their writings 

illustrate how migration can generate intellectual creativity, cultural 

dialogue, and philosophical reflection without weakening one's 

attachment to national identity. 

Furthermore, the comparative analysis reveals that although each 

writer possesses a unique literary voice, their collective works share a 

common commitment to universal human values, including peace, tolerance, 

freedom, compassion, and cultural coexistence. These shared ideals 

distinguish Mahjar literature from many earlier literary traditions that 

focused primarily on regional or national concerns. Instead, Mahjar writers 

expanded the scope of Arabic literature by addressing issues of global 

relevance while preserving their cultural authenticity. 

The findings also suggest that Mahjar literature remains highly relevant in 

contemporary discussions of migration, globalization, multiculturalism, 

diaspora, and cultural identity. In an era characterized by increasing human 

mobility and intercultural interaction, the experiences and literary insights 

of Mahjar writers continue to provide valuable perspectives on belonging, 
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displacement, identity, and the enduring relationship between individuals 

and their cultural heritage. 

Overall, the study concludes that nostalgia serves as the intellectual 

and emotional core of Mahjar literature. It is through nostalgia that Mahjar 

writers transformed exile into artistic creativity, preserved their cultural 

identity, and established a lasting dialogue between East and West. 

Consequently, their literary legacy continues to enrich modern Arabic 

literature and offers enduring insights into the universal human experience 

of migration, memory, and belonging. 

6- Conclusion 
This study has examined the representation of nostalgia in Arab-

American (Mahjar) literature through a critical analysis of the selected works 

of Kahlil Gibran, Ameen Rihani, Elia Abu Madi, and Mikhail Naimy. The 

findings demonstrate that nostalgia is far more than an emotional longing for 

one’s homeland; it is a complex literary and philosophical concept that 

shapes identity, preserves cultural memory, and reflects the psychological 

realities of migration and exile. For Mahjar writers, nostalgia became a 

creative force through which personal experiences of displacement were 

transformed into enduring literary expressions of belonging, humanity, and 

cultural continuity. 

The analysis further reveals that although the selected writers differ 

in their literary styles and philosophical perspectives, they share a common 

commitment to preserving their Arab cultural heritage while engaging 

constructively with Western intellectual traditions. Their writings 

successfully bridge Eastern and Western civilizations, enriching modern 

Arabic literature with innovative themes, simplified literary expression, 

humanistic philosophy, and greater artistic freedom. By redefining 

traditional literary conventions, Mahjar writers established a distinctive 

literary movement that continues to influence contemporary Arabic and 

comparative literary studies. 

The study also highlights that exile should not be understood solely 

as a condition of loss and separation. Instead, the Mahjar experience became 

a catalyst for intellectual growth, philosophical reflection, and literary 

innovation. Through their works, these writers transformed feelings of 

displacement into universal reflections on identity, memory, freedom, 

spirituality, and human coexistence. Consequently, Mahjar literature 

occupies a unique position in world literature as a bridge between cultures 

and as a testament to the enduring relationship between migration, creativity, 

and cultural identity. 

Despite its contributions, this study is limited to the works of four 

major Mahjar writers and primarily focuses on the theme of nostalgia. Other 
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important dimensions of Mahjar literature, including gender perspectives, 

political discourse, postcolonial identity, and comparative diaspora 

experiences, remain beyond the scope of the present research. Future studies may 

expand this research by examining a broader range of Mahjar authors, 

incorporating contemporary theoretical perspectives, or conducting comparative 

analyses with other diasporic literary traditions to further explore the evolving 

relationship between migration, identity, and literary expression. 

In conclusion, Mahjar literature stands as one of the most significant 

achievements of modern Arabic literature. Its enduring relevance lies in its 

ability to transform individual experiences of migration and exile into 

universal narratives of hope, resilience, cultural belonging, and shared 

humanity. The legacy of Mahjar writers continues to inspire readers and 

scholars alike, reminding us that literature possesses the power to transcend 

geographical boundaries, preserve cultural memory, and foster dialogue 

among diverse civilizations. 
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