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Abstract

This study presents a scholarly overview of the life, academic
contributions, and methodological approach of Imam Abu ‘Isa
Muhammad ibn ‘Isa al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 AH), one of the most
distinguished hadith scholars of the third century Hijrah. Born in
Tirmidh (present-day Uzbekistan) around 209 AH, Imam al-Tirmidhi
emerged as a leading authority in hadith transmission, criticism, and
classification during a formative period in Islamic intellectual history.
Imam al-Tirmidhi undertook extensive scholarly travels across
Khurasan, Iraq, and the Hijaz, where he studied under prominent
traditionists, including Ishaq ibn Rahawayh and other leading
authorities of his time. His academic training reflects the dynamic and
systematic development of hadith sciences during the classical period.
His most significant contribution is Al-Jami, (commonly known as
Sunan al-Tirmidhi), which occupies a central position among the six
canonical hadith collections (al-Kutub al-Sittah). A distinctive feature
of this work is its integrated methodological approach, combining
hadith narration with critical evaluation, classification (sahih, hasan,
da‘if, and gharib), discussion of narrators, analysis of legal opinions,
and comparative jurisprudential insights. Imam al-Tirmidhi
methodology reflects a unique synthesis of hadith transmission
(riwayah) and analytical reasoning (dirayah), making his work a
valuable source not only for hadith authentication but also for
understanding early juristic diversity. His contributions significantly
influenced subsequent developments in hadith criticism and Islamic
jurisprudence. In conclusion, Imam al-Tirmidhi scholarly legacy
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represents a major advancement in the codification and analytical
study of hadith literature, establishing Al-Jami’ as both a hadith
compilation and a jurisprudential reference work of enduring
significance.

Keywords: Imam al-Tirmidhi; Sunan al-Tirmidhi; Hadith
classification; Hadith  criticism; Kutub al-Sittah; Islamic
jurisprudence; Riwayah and Dirayah
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