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Reviving Andalusian literature in the Modern Period
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Abstract

The revival of Andalusian literature in the modern era refers to the attempts
by contemporary writers and thinkers to reclaim the literary heritage that
flourished in Andalusia during the Islamic era and incorporate it into
modern literature, whether in terms of themes, styles, or artistic imagery.
This revival arose in response to several cultural and historical factors,
most notably a sense of nostalgia for a glorious past, pride in the Islamic
civilization of Andalusia, and a desire to resist cultural imperialism. This
revival manifested itself in poetry and prose, where poets drew inspiration
from the imagery of Andalusian nature and the themes of longing and loss,
while writers sought to breathe life into the Andalusian spirit in short
stories and plays. Ahmed Shawqi, Mahmood Sami al-Baroudi, and Ibne
Khafajah are among the most prominent poets who were influenced by
Andalusian literature and contributed to its revival. The modern era
witnessed a renewed interest in Andalusian literature after centuries of
neglect, as a number of Arab writers and researchers sought to revive this
rich heritage due to its literary, historical, and cultural value. Reasons for
the revival nostalgia for the glorious past, recalling the period of
flourishing Islamic civilization in Andalusia, identity and belonging,
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affirming Arab-Islamic cultural belonging, and the beauty of Andalusian
literature with its graphic images and refined poetic music. Means of
revival printing and publishing the collections of Andalusian poets,
studying Andalusian literature in universities and research centers,
imitating Andalusian artistic forms and poetic meters such as
muwashshahat and Zajal inspiration from Andalusian themes in modern
literature such as the theme of "The Loss of Paradise." The most prominent
pioneers of revival are Ahmed Shawqi, who was influenced by the
Andalusian style in his poetry, especially in describing nature, lisan ul dinn
ibn ul Khateeb and ibn e Zaidoon who were influenced by muwashshahat.
Arab novelists used Andalusia as a historical backdrop for their novels.
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