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ABSTRACT

This article explains how the famous Arabic poems known as “the
Mu‘allagat” became known in Europe through the work of A. J. Arberry. It
shows that Arberry translated these poems and included them in university
courses to help students learn Arabic. Because of this educational use, the
poems were often treated as language practice texts instead of complete
works that carry deep cultural meaning.

The article points out that translation and classroom teaching worked
closely together. This partnership influenced how European students
understood Arabic poetry. While Arberry made Arabic literature more
accessible and introduced many readers to it, some cultural details and
deeper meanings did not fully carry over into the English versions.

In conclusion, the article argues that “the Mu‘allagat became highly
respected in Europe, but they were frequently studied apart from their
original Arab cultural background.
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