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Abstract:

Nazik Malaika, a pioneering poetess of modern Arabic literature, is widely
recognized for her role in the development of free verse poetry. Born in
1923 in Iraq, she challenged traditional forms of Arabic poetry and
introduced a new wave of expression through her innovative style. Her
works reflect a deep understanding of social and political issues, often
exploring themes such as love, loss, and the human condition, with a focus
on personal freedom and the struggle for identity. This article delves into
the life and literary contributions of Nazik Malaika, examining her impact
on contemporary Arab literature. It explores her role as a woman poet in a
male-dominated society, her development of the free verse movement,
and the lasting influence of her poetry on future generations. By
analyzing her major works, including her most famous collection “The
Night’s Lover,” this article highlights her artistic brilliance and her
critical approach to both traditional poetic norms and modern issues.
Through her exploration of personal and societal struggles, Nazik
Malaika remains a significant figure in Arabic poetry, whose works
continue to resonate with readers and scholars alike.
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