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Abstract

This study explores the scientific approach to Qur'anic exegesis (al-Tafsir
al-'lIlmi) within the framework of theological debates on reason (‘aql) and
revelation (naql). The Qur'an and the observable universe, as
manifestations of the same Divine source, inherently lack any real
contradiction. Al-Tafsir al-'Ilmi leverages modern scientific discoveries to
clarify and expand the understanding of Qur'anic verses, aligning divine
revelation with empirical phenomena .

The first section of this study defines al-Tafsir al-'Ilmi, delving into its
principles and significance. The second section examines classical
theological discussions on the interplay between reason and revelation,
providing a foundation for understanding the logical and theological basis
of scientific exegesis and delineating its boundaries .

The third section analyzes divergent scholarly perspectives on al-Tafsir al-
Ilmi, addressing the debates and controversies that have contributed to
confusion among researchers. By comparing these perspectives, the study
aims to provide clarity and a balanced conclusion, offering insights into the
role and limitations of scientific approaches to Qur'anic interpretation. This
work contributes to bridging the gap between theological tradition and
modern scientific inquiry, enriching both fields in the process.

Keywords: Al-Tafsir al-llmi, Qur'anic Exegesis, Reason (‘Aql),
Revelation (Nagl), Science and Religion, Theological Debates, Divine
Revelation, Empirical Phenomena
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Ibn Faris, Magayis al-Lughah, edited by Abd al-Salam Harun, Dar al-Jeel, Beirut,
1420 AH., Vol. 4, p. 504 .
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Abu Hayyan, Muhammad ibn Yusuf, Tafsir al-Bahr al-Mubhit, edited by Adil Ahmad
Abd al-Majid, Dar al-Kutub al-Ilmiyyah, Beirut, 1993, Vol. 1, p. 10 .
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Abu Hayyan, Muhammad ibn Yusuf, Tafsir al-Bahr al-Muhit, Vol. 1, p. 121 .
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by Muhammad Abu al-Fadl Ibrahim, Maktabah Dar al-Turath, Cairo, Vol. 1, p. 13 .
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Al-Suyuti, Jalal al-Din, Al-Itgan fi 'Ulum al-Qur'an, edited by Said al-Mandub, Dar
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See: Abu Hamid al-Ghazali, Thya "Ulum al-Din, Vol. 1, p. 39 .
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Science: "Any system of knowledge that is concerned with the physical world and its
phenomena and that entails unbiased observations and systematic experimentation. In
general, a science involves a pursuit of knowledge covering general truths or the
operations of fundamental laws ".
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Riyadh, 1421 AH, Vol. 2, p. 549 .
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Adil bin Ali al-Shiddi, Al-Tafsir al-‘Ilmi lil-Qur’an al-Karim, Dar al-Watan Ii al-
Nashr, Riyadh, 2010, p. 15 .
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For details, see: Al-Baqarah (2:30-32), Muhammad (47:24), Al-Nahl (16:125), Al-
Hajj .(22:46)
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For details, see: Ibn Taymiyyah, Ahmad bin Abdul Halim al-Harrani, Dar’ Ta’arud
al-‘Agl wa al-Naql, Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, Beirut, Vol. 1, pp. 146, 156, 159, 192 .
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Qur’an, Beirut, p. 646 .
S LIS AE NN 55,23
Zaghlul al-Najjar, Al-Ard fi al-Qur’an al-Karim, p. 22 .
2900 1 P ol t AN 4E alos) 24
Abu Hamid Muhammad al-Ghazali, Ihya ‘Ulum al-Din, Vol. 1, p. 290 .
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Al-Ghazali, Abu Hamid Muhammad, Jawahir al-Qur’an, edited by Muhammad
Rashid Rida, Dar Thya al-‘Ulum, Beirut, 1990, p. 44 .
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1160283zt 2 ) Dot e B £ FoSith 27
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Beirut, 3rd Edition, Vol. 2, p. 116 .

3720157 - §U2e 108 el 5L AL ot 76 5,28

Al-lda’at Arabic Research Journal (Vol.4, Issue 4, 2024: October-December)



67 o826 D E fe L PP

Dr. Asim Naeem, "Urdu Adab Ki Aik Ahem Sa'insi Tafsir," Jihat al-Islam, Vol. 9,
No. 1, July-December 2015, p. 37 .
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