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Abstract

Islamophobia has emerged as a major problem in modern times. The colonial
mentality of Western politics has fostered hatred and fear against Islam and
Muslims, due to which the Muslim identity has been tarnished and the notion has
arisen that Islam and Muslims are a threat to world peace. At the same time, the
notion that Islam as a religion is a threat to other nations has also become common,
although the causes of this problem are purely political. Addressing this issue is
critical for the Muslim world, and for this it is necessary to first understand the
intellectual and political foundations of Islamophobia. The article under review
discusses the Western political foundations of Islamophobia.
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“Islamophobia has not necessarily escalated in the past decades, but
that there has been increased public scrutiny of it.”6
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“The condemnation of the entirety of Islam and its history as
extremist; denying the existence of a moderate Muslims majority;
regarding Islam as a problem for the world; treating conflicts involving
Muslims as necessarily their own fault; insisting that Muslims make changes

to their religion; and inciting war against Islam as a whole.”®
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“As the public sphere shifts to provide a more prominent place for

Muslims, Islam phobic tendencies may amplify.”11
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“Hostility towards Islam and Muslim are closely linked to media

. . . ey . 12
portrayals of Islam as barbaric, irrational, primitive and sexist.”
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