
 

 

99 Iqbal Views on Muslim Nationalism in India 

AL-ASR Research Journal (Vol.3, Issue 2, 2023: April-June) 

Iqbal Views on Muslim Nationalism in India 

Dr. Muhammad Aslam Khan 

Chairman Department of Pakistan Studies 

Gomal University D.I.Khan,KP, Pakistan   
Email: draslamkhan@gu.edu.pk 

Dr. Muhammad Naseer 

Assistant Professor Department of Islamic Studies and Arabic 

Gomal University D.I.Khan KP Pakistan 

Email: m.naseer7119@gmail.com 

Abd ul Nasir 

PhD Scholar, Department of Islamic Studies and Arabic   
Gomal University D.I.Khan. KP, Pakistan 

Email: abdunnasirmarwat@gmail.com 
 

Abstract 
Allama Muhammad Iqbal, was one of the most famous Muslim poet, a theorist, a 

barrister, and a philosopher in the Indian Subcontinent. He took an active part in 

the politics of British India aside the intellectual and cultural reconstruction of the 

Islamic world. His ideological thoughts enlightened the individual as well as 

entire Muslim Ummah. This paper examines the worldwide impact of Iqbal’s 

thoughts as well as his efforts for emancipation of Muslim of India. The paper 

will attempt to clarifying his contribution to uplift of Muslims in the Indian 

subcontinent as well as a critic of imperialism/ colonialism. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Allama Muhammad Iqbal (1877-1938 studied philosophy and law in England and 

Germany. In 1908, he received his Ph.D. from the University of Munich. After 

returning home, Iqbal joined the law society of Lahore. In 1911, he was a 

professor of philosophy at the Government College of Lahore. He left government 

service and started taking part in political activities. Although he was proficient in 

law and philosophy, Iqbal's most important identity is still as a great patriotic 

national poet. He was one of the most famous Muslim poet, a theorist, a barrister, 

and philosopher in the Subcontinent1. He lived in a time when capitalism was 

developing and imperialism moving towards its down fall in the world. The 

oppressed people of the World especially the oppressed nations and people of the 

eastern countries, rose to resist imperialism and were inspired and influenced by 

the revolutions of China, Turkey, Persia, and others. A series of mass-scale 

struggles against British colonialism and many peasant uprisings were launched in 

some areas of the South Asian subcontinent. Iqbal fought bravely for national 

independence and freedom from Firangi raj with poetry as a weapon.  
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Iqbal gave the philosophical exposition of the Muslim community of South Asia. 

Analyzing the nature of the multi-religious society of the subcontinent he said: 

“experience … shows that the various cast units and religious units in India have 

shown no inclination to sink their respective individualities in a larger whole. 

Each group is intensely jealous of the collective existence.” 2 

During first half of 1880s when All Indian National Congress (AINC) was 

founded as a ‘representative’ party for the people of the Indian sub-continent, the 

AINC showed its tilt towards Hindus Community, alone. Some of the Congress 

leaders adopted a revolutionary policy to establish Hindu Raj in the sub-continent 

under the guise of a national movement. The prediction of Sir Syed Ahmed Khan 

Soon proved to be a fact that, “Hindus and Muslims are two different nations who 

have different ideologies.”   The Muslims of India were greatly perturbed by the 

anti-Muslim stance of the Congress as is evident from its opposition of partition 

of Bengal (1905) by tooth and nail and demanded supremacy of majority through 

British parliamentary system in India. The events following the Urdu-Hindu 

controversy (1867) and partition of Bengal strengthened the desire of the Muslims 

to organize themselves politically as a separate community. The birth of the All 

India Muslim League at Dacca on 30th December 1906 came as an expression of 

that desire. In the beginning, the All India Muslim League even worked with the 

Indian National Congress to fight for the national independence of the whole 

Indian subcontinent. However, later on the Indian National Congress was 

dominated by Hindu Nationalist.  Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah make 

best use of his skill, and legal background to achieve his ultimate political goal i.e. 

to achieve due rights for Muslim Community in Subcontinent. At the beginning of 

his political career, he was a staunch supporter of the Indian National Congress 

due to its liberal and modernist policies.  Later, he realized that the Congress, 

secular in form but religious in substance, would offer no solution to the problems 

of the Muslims in the subcontinent. As a spokesperson for Muslims in the Indian 

subcontinent, Iqbal gradually realized that the gap and communal differences 

between the All India Muslim and the Majority community is so wide that 

separation was inevitable, and he put forward his theory of Muslim Nationalism in 

India. Iqbal's ideological thoughts eventually changed the direction of the All 

India Muslim League.  Iqbal's idea of "Indian Muslims as an independent 

community" was conducive to the realization of Muslim national independence 

and freedom. Iqbal had made outstanding contributions to change the mind of 

Muslims and his address at Allabad proved a bacon of light for Muslims and the 

working direction of the All India Muslim League changed with the passage of 

time. Iqbal believed that “religion is a power of utmost importance in the life of 

individuals as well as of states” and that “Islam is itself destiny and will not suffer 

a destiny.” He was of the view that the religious ideal of Islam “is organically 

related to the social order which it has created. The rejection of the one will 

eventually involve the rejection of the other.” Discussing the pivotal role played 

by Islam in the development of the Muslim Society in South Asia in his Address 

delivered at Twenty-first Session of the All India Muslim League held at 

Allahabad on December 29-30, 1930 Iqbal said: “It cannot be denied that Islam, 
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regarded as an ethical ideal plus a certain kind of polity by which expression I 

mean a social structure regulated by a legal system and animated by a specific 

ethical ideal-has been the chief formative factor in the life history of the Muslims 

of India. It has furnished those basic emotions and loyalties which gradually unify 

scattered individuals and groups, and finally transform them into well-defined 

people, possessing a moral consciousness of their own. Indeed, it is no 

exaggeration to say that India is perhaps the only country in the world where 

Islam, as a people building force, has worked at its best. What I mean to say is 

that Muslim society, with its remarkable homogeneity and inner unity, has grown 

to be what it is, under the pressure of the laws and institutions associated with the 

culture of Islam”. Iqbal considered India “Asia in miniature” and “a continent of 

human groups belonging to different races, speaking different languages and 

professing different religions.” He believed that “the principle of European 

democracy cannot be applied to India without recognizing the fact of communal 

groups.” Rejecting the idea of common nationhood, for India he observed: “The 

vision of a common nationhood for India is a beautiful ideal and has a poetic 

appeal, but looking at the present conditions and the unconscious trends of the two 

communities it appears incapable of fulfillment.” He claimed that the Muslims of 

India were a separate nation. He argued: “We are 70 million, and far more 

homogeneous than any other people in India. Indeed, the Muslims of India is the 

only Indian people who can fitly be described as a nation in the modern sense of 

the word” On December 19, 1930, Iqbal issued an appeal to the leading Muslim 

figures of North Western Frontier Province, Baluchistan, Sind, and Punjab. In this 

appeal, he candidly pointed out that “God in His infinite wisdom, knowledge, and 

omniscience, had not kept Muslim majorities in these provinces without any 

propose, and the purpose was gradually revealing itself to all those who were 

endowed with reason and intelligence. Therefore, the time had come for the 

Muslim leaders to realize the will of God by working collectively to safeguard the 

rights of the Muslims “.  Iqbal considered the life of Islam as a “cultural force” in 

India very largely dependent on “its centralization in a specific territory. “He put 

forward his solution of the Indian problem in his Address. He declared: “I would 

like to see Punjab, the North-West Frontier Province, Sind and Baluchistan 

amalgamated into a single State. Self-government within the British Empire, or 

without the British Empire, the formation of North-West Indian Muslim State 

appears to be the final destiny of the Muslims, at least of North – West India”. 

Iqbal vehemently opposed the proposed Indian federation under the Act of 1935. 

He said, “I would never advise the Muslims of India to a system…which virtually 

negatives the principle of the true federation or fails to recognize them as a 

distinct political entity”. He argued: “Why should not the Muslims of North – 

West India and Bengal be considered as a nation entitled to self-determination just 

as other nations in India and outside India are?”: In his opinion, the only way to 

solve the Indian problem was “a redistribution of the country based on racial, 

religious and linguistic affinities. “He considered a separate federation of Muslim 

provinces as “the only course” to “save Muslims from the domination of the 

Hindus.” Next to the preservation of cultural identity was the economic problem 
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faced by the Muslims of India. Iqbal thought that the economic problem could be 

solved only “if Islamic Law is properly understood and applied” and that “the 

enforcement and development of the Shariat of Islam are impossible in this 

country (India) without a free Muslim State or States.” He considered state and 

Islam inseparable and one incomplete without the other. In his lecture on “The 

Spirit of Muslim Culture” he said: “The essence of Tauhid as a working idea is 

equality, solidarity, and freedom. The state from the Islamic standpoint is an 

endeavor to transform these ideal principles into space-time forces, an aspiration 

to realize them in a definite human organization”. Iqbal gave great importance to 

the Muslims of India and visualized a significant role for them in the future. 

Addressing the Annual Session of the All India Muslim League at Allahabad he 

said that “the Muslims of India constitute a far more valuable asset to Islam than 

all the countries of Muslim Asia put together”. He told them that they have “a 

duty towards Asia, especially Muslim Asia.” In 1938 he wrote to Jinnah: “Whole 

future of Islam as a moral and a political force in Asia rests very largely on a 

complete organization of Indian Muslims”. He wrote a lot of Persian and Urdu 

poetry in his life. Iqbal's poems were collected in Shikwah [Urdu: The 

Complaint], Jawāb-e shikwah [Urdu: The Answer to the Complaint], Khizr-e rāh 

[Urdu: Khizr, the Guide], Bāng-e Darā [Persian: The Call of the Bell], Asrar-e-

Khudi [Persian: Secrets of the Self) in Persian, Rumuz-e-Bekhudi [Persian: Hints 

of Selflessness], Asrar-e-Rumuz [Persian: Hinting Secrets], Payam-e-Mashriq 

[Persian: The Message of the East], Zabur-e-Ajam [Persian: Persian Psalms], 

Gulshan-e-Raz-e-Jadeed [Persian: Garden of New Secrets], Bandagi Nama 

[Persian: Book of Slavery], And Javed Nama [Persian: Book of Javed], etc.3 In 

these popular and famous poems, Iqbal’s ideological thoughts enlightened and 

united Muslims in the Indian subcontinent, and played an important role as a 

founding father of Pakistan. He was recognized as one of the pioneers and 

founders of the Pakistan idea. To this day, Iqbal’s philosophy is deeply rooted in 

the minds of the people of Pakistan; they have great respect and love for Iqbal. 

IQBAL'S IDEOLOGICAL THOUGHTS: 
At the end of the 19th and the start of the 20th Century, the imperialist powers led 

by British and French colonists accelerated their aggression and subdividing of 

the world. Among them, the British colonialists deal the Indian subcontinent most 

cruelly. In this context, the people of the Indian subcontinent were part of 

vigorous campaigns against British colonial rule. To alienate a series of anti-

British movements, the British colonialists deliberately adopted the strategy of 

Divide and Rule, provoking the stretched relationship between Hindus and 

Muslims, resulting in increasingly sharp conflicts between these two groups.4 

This strategy directly contributed to the frequent sectarian struggle in the Indian 

subcontinent in the late 1920s. During this period, the Khilafat Movement, a Pan-

Islamism made significant progress. The All India Muslim League launched 

various campaigns to protect Muslim rights. Iqbal gradually formed a systematic 

and unique ideology while actively participating in the above-mentioned national 

and social activities. The pen is mightier than the sword’. Muslims of India 

experienced the expression of a sword in the War of independence in 1857 which 
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failed to accomplish their goal and reviving the glories of their past. On the 

contrary, the services rendered through pen cultivated thoughts in the masses 

facilitated them in releasing their strength to overcome weaknesses and motivated 

them to cherished their dreams. Allama Iqbal stood distinguished in this regard. 

He experienced intellectual growth and conveyed and nurtured his thoughts to the 

Muslims of India to understand and strive for their separate identity. He was a 

political philosopher who provided ideological foundations to the Pakistan idea 

and came to be known as ‘spiritual father of Pakistan. The philosophical thoughts 

enunciated by Iqbal were not a spontaneous outcome. Various developments in 

his life enabled him to evolve and unfold his ideas about Islamic universalism and 

Muslim nationalism. In the initial years, these thoughts territorial that changed 

later on separatism for Muslims and were articulated through his poetry. Later 

Iqbal felt a need to step into the political ground to translate his thoughts in 

reality. In this attempt, Iqbal is considered to be an idealist who ignored the 

complications which exist in the real world. But despite these charges Iqbal, 

though not being a charismatic and active politician, had given the direction to the 

Muslim leadership for a separate homeland in India. He crystallized these 

thoughts in his Presidential Address at Allahabad Session (December 1930) of the 

All India Muslim League. 

ENCOURAGEMENT OF THE MUSLIM COMMUNITY 

SUBCONTINENT: 
In first decade twentieth century, Iqbal joined the branch of the All India Muslim 

League in London when he was in Oxford University to study law and western 

philosophy. Although Iqbal's main energy was devoted to learning and research, 

he did not completely neglect his concern about the domestic situation of Muslim 

communities. While studying and researching in the West, Iqbal was always 

concerned about the fate of Muslim communities in his motherland. His 

ideological thoughts were influenced by both western culture and philosophy. He 

was deeply distressed after witnessing the amazing development of the West and 

the lagging Muslim communities in the Indian subcontinent. After Iqbal returned 

to his motherland in 1908, he devoted himself to the Muslim communities. In his 

poems, Iqbal criticized the unreasonable status quo of the feudalism, determinism, 

and exploitation and oppression in the Muslim communities of the Indian 

subcontinent. Iqbal’s philosophy is based on Islamic thoughts and traditions. Iqbal 

advocated that Muslims have their basis of nationalism in Islam. Islam did not 

follow the confined scope of nationalism. Its membership would not be 

determined by birth or domicile, it did not consider the natural, historical and 

cultural differences of different races but it is based on the common faith. 

Muslims living in different parts of the world with variant socio-cultural 

backgrounds, ethnic divisions, and cultural values constitute a single Muslim 

nation i.e. Uummah. It was Islamic universalism which was the basis of Muslim 

nationalism. Iqbal, in the meanwhile, also defended Muslim fanaticism by 

defining it as “patriotism for religion”.  He reasoned that Muslim fanaticism is 

justifiable because since all nations were fanatical concerning the basis of their 

nationality (i.e. their country), then Muslims were equally fanatic since their 
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nationality is based on religion. In his address to the National League of London 

on December 10, 1932, he said: “Now concerning communalism and Pan-

Islamism, I want to say a few words to you. If a man belongs to a cultural 

community, he feels that he must protect that culture. In that case, I appeal to you 

whether you will call such a man as unpatriotic. I think every Briton must protect 

his country if his country is in danger. In the same way, every Muslim must 

protect his culture, his faith, if he finds that these things are not safeguarded”. He 

strives to combine Muslim communities with modern knowledge and science. He 

started from the principles of rationalism and humanitarianism under the guidance 

of the Holy Qur’an. Although Iqbal proposed to renew the Muslim communities, 

it does not mean to be completely westernized and he defied fully western culture 

and philosophy. He proposed that we should return to the ultimate spiritual 

foundation inherent in traditions of Islam, and severely criticized the western 

values with philosophical poetry. Iqbal believed that it is necessary to reconsider 

and study the entire traditions of Islam with modern scientific knowledge. Iqbal 

demonstrated in his thought an evolutionary process. Despite this, it is clarified 

that Iqbal did work on Islamic Revivalism which is  important for Islam and 

Muslims and he stands for the revival of Islam and Islamic civilization.5 He wrote: 

Now, along with the renaissance of Muslim communities, the renaissance of Islam 

also is needed. I pray to God Almighty that He, for the sake of His beloved, the 

Prophet, peace be upon him, produces such an interpreter among Muslims who 

gets at the ‘lost wisdom’ once more and offers it to the Ummah. Our demise is not 

near at hand. The Qur’an still holds on.6 This was of great interest for Indian 

Muslims to stay with those who were in the support of Islamic environment like 

Iqbal; and also were in the favor of the implementation of Islamic Laws.7 

REBUILDING THE ISLAMIC SPIRIT OF MUSLIM COMMUNITY 

IN IND-OPAK: 
 The rebuilding of the Islamic spirit of Muslim communities in Iqbal’s ideological 

thought can be summarized into two points: the first one was to build a belief in 

Two Nations Theory for the establishment of the Islamic State, and the second 

was to oppose the western lifestyle and decaying culture comparatively to the 

Islamic spirit. Iqbal’s poetry deeply reflects the characteristic of rebuilding the 

Muslim Islamic spirit. Iqbal’s poetry contained the influence of Rumi’s 

philosophical poetry and the patriotic poetry of so many Muslim poets. The 

allusions he used in the poems came from Islamic classics and legends and were 

deeply rooted in Persian classical literature.8 The theme of Iqbal’s poems is 

mainly a philosophical discussion of nature, mission, and relationship between 

people and society. He always denounced the exploitation and expansion policies 

of Western governments.9 He took a critical attitude towards European thought, 

believing that the national discrimination in Europe violated the fundamental 

principle of human equality, and the fierce competition among European nations 

would also lead to the result of the war. Finally, he found the answer in the 

Islamic doctrine of "all brothers are brothers in the four seas": Islam is broader 

and more inclusive than Europe. There are solutions not only to India's problems 

but also to the world's problems.10  Iqbal's ideological thoughts, sprouting from his 
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strong Islamic and Muslim traditions, were his response to the difficult times of 

the Muslim communities of the Indian subcontinent. The main readers of his 

poetry were Muslims from the Indian subcontinent, but as a true poet and 

philosopher, his pain and love are sent to all mankind, and the message of life 

given by his faith in Islam was to people of different religions in the Indian 

subcontinent. Iqbal’s faith in Islam believes that the true realization of the human 

self and the establishment of a balanced relationship between individuals and 

nations can only be achieved through Islam. Because, Islam teaches the 

brotherhood not based on race, region, or language but prefers humanity.11 It was 

Iqbal who redefined the people in Islam and laid the foundation for the rebuilding 

of the Islamic spirit of Muslims in the Indian subcontinent. Iqbal believed that the 

ultimate goal of Muslims should be the strengthening of Muslim nationalism for 

the attainment of Islamic universalism. For this purpose, Muslims should be 

concerned with the problem of survival and protection of their separate identity. 

Iqbal believed that Muslims of India have their separate identity. Muslims are not 

just the community but a separate cultural entity. Attainment of political power 

was essential to retain the uniqueness of Muslims. He envisioned an ideal state 

which works for the creation of Muslim Ummah. It should be designed on divine 

law of Islam, and free of all artificial distinctions between men. Iqbal’s vision of 

the ideal Muslim state can be traced through his Lectures delivered on Islamic 

philosophy.  Iqbal’s perception of an Islamic state was not a theocracy but a state 

that attempts to realize the spiritual principles of Tawhid (unity of God), equality, 

solidarity, and freedom in a definite human organization. Iqbal formulated some 

guiding principles for the democratic Islamic state of his vision. Where 

democracy leads to the pristine purity of Islam, which stands for “spiritual 

democracy” The state is under the obligation to uphold the supremacy of law and 

to guarantee the enforcement of human rights. Parliament is not merely 

a Shura (consultative assembly), but is fully endowed with the power to legislate 

while exercising its authority of Ijma, and retains the right to engage in jihad, the 

right of further interpreting the Quran and the Sunnah or of forming a new opinion 

by applying analogy. Along with the ideal state, Iqbal’s ideal society was one of 

the perfect social equality, founded not on an economic, but a spiritual basis, 

“where the poor tax the rich”, private ownership was a trust, and a capital was not 

“allowed to accumulate to dominate the real producer of the wealth.      Iqbal 

propagated these views through his poetry and different political forums. It 

became an instrument for stimulating activism among Muslims. He made these 

thoughts an ideological foundation for his concept of Pakistan. Iqbal’s ideas also 

convinced the Muslim League leadership to take inspiration for the creation of 

Pakistan.    Deepening the Islamic National Identity of Muslim Communities in 

the Indian Subcontinent: 

In the late 19th Century, Sir Ahmad Khan, the pioneer of Muslim Enlightenment 

in the Indian subcontinent, first proposed the Two Nations Theory, which played 

an important role in improving the Muslims' political status and economic 

situation. Iqbal’s Islamic national identity is also based on the theoretical thinking 

of the Two Nations Theory. In the winter of 1910, Iqbal gave a lecture entitled 
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The Muslim Community at Aligarh University.12 In this lecture, Iqbal further 

elaborated Sir Ahmed Khan's Two Nations Theory in the Indian subcontinent as a 

single ethnic and cultural unit. He defined the essence of the Muslim communities 

and believed that the distinction between Non-Muslims and Muslims does not 

depend on language and  color but because they are non- believer and believer.13 

In the early 20th Century, Iqbal wrote a large number of poems that enlightened 

the Islamic national identity of Muslim communities in the Indian subcontinent. 

From his philosophical poems Song of Islam and Song of Indians and other 

poems, Iqbal's ideas gradually realized that the whole Muslim communities in the 

Indian subcontinent should be an independent state, and advocating that Muslims 

in all over the world belong to the same nation. His poetry profoundly reflects the 

theme of Islamic national identity, echoing the Two Nations Theory proposed by 

Sir Ahmed Khan, and increasingly gaining the approval of All India Muslim 

League and ordinary people. He gradually become a spokesperson for Muslims in 

the Indian subcontinent. 

In the 1911 census, Iqbal wrote an essay “ISLAMIC CULTURE”—in which he 

clearly describes, the survival of the Muslims will only possible when they have a 

quality such as “Aurangzeb Alamgir” in their role. Whose faith is not secularism 

but it should be pure Islamic thoughts. He defined his view in the next sentence 

that Islam is a name of the ideology of religion, it contains a wide philosophy. In 

1930 Iqbal presented his mature political opinion on the political fate of Indian 

Muslims in his presidential address at Allahbad at the annual session of the 

Muslim League. He said: “I am fully convinced that the Muslims of India will 

ultimately have to establish a separate homeland as they could not live with the 

Hindus in the United States.”  “India is a continent of human beings belonging to 

different races, speaking different languages and professing different religions, l, 

therefore, demand the formation of a consolidated Muslim state in the best interest 

of India and Islam.” In March 1932, he again gave the framework at the proposed 

Muslim state, he stated: “there is need to amend the whole Ummah, so that we can 

fulfill our hopes and achieve our aims, first of all, we have to change our methods, 

God does not help those, who do not help themselves. Success is not possible in 

any field without the intellectual independence”. In March 1937 he said: “We 

must not ignore the fact that the whole future of Islam as a moral and political 

force in Asia rests very largely on a complete organization of Indian Muslims. 

“You should not equate your community with western the nation of the prophet is 

unique in its composition” 

 

THE ROLE OF IQBAL’S IDEOLOGICAL THOUGHTS IN 

SRUGGLE FOR SEPARATE STATE OF MUSLIMS IN INDIA: 
a. Enlightening and Uniting Muslim communities in the Indian 

Subcontinent through literary contributions: 

At the end of the 19th Century and the beginning of the 20th Century, the British 

rulers vigorously promoted the strategy of divide and rule on the Indian 

subcontinent, after the decline of the Mughal Empire and the Muslims changed 

from the ruling class to the backward class, giving rise to a great gap between 
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Muslim communities and other communities. Muslims fought for their legitimate 

rights and interests in this regard. After witnessing the current situation of Muslim 

communities lagging behind and divided, Iqbal was deeply distressed. He used a 

large number of philosophical poetry to enlighten and educate the Muslims, and 

awoke the Muslim community to realize that only unity can improve their status 

and their efforts for the legitimate rights and interests. 

Iqbal's early poems expressed the people's moaning under colonial rule and the 

roar against the alien rule, calling on people of all ethnic groups to abandon 

religious disputes and unite to fight for the independence and freedom of their 

motherland. Mid-term poems are famous for depicting natural landscapes and 

political landscapes and express a deep love for their motherland. Most of his later 

works were Islamic philosophical poems, and he gained a great reputation in the 

Indo-Pak and Islamic World. His poems, such as the song of the Indians, 

Riverside Ravi, new temple, and a wish, are all poems with strong national 

feelings and high patriotic passion. In each and every epoch of his poetry, Iqbal 

used a lot of philosophical principles to enlighten Muslim in the Indian 

subcontinent. He called on all Indian sects to abandon disputes, be united and 

expressed their love for the country where they were born and grew up.14 This had 

played an important role in promoting the development and growth of the 

independence movement in the Indian subcontinent. 

Unity of Muslim countries rather than unity of different communities had now 

become his rhetoric. In his opinion, all Muslims in the world have one Prophet, 

one faith, one belief, one Ka 'bah, and one Quran. He saw no reason why they 

should not all be united as one universal entity. In a short poem entitled Al Ard 

Lilliih (territory of God), he puts the same words in the mouth of Tariq bin Ziad: 

"Every country is our country because it is the country of our God." Iqbal was no 

longer writing for Indian Muslims alone but his coreligionists scattered all over 

the world. He had switched from Urdu to Persian to make his message available 

to the largest number of the adherents of Islam. His message was the message of 

Islam. Iqbal used the word Millah to denote a community based on faith and 

transcendental moral principles. 

Muslim belongs only partially to the territory he is born in. His real identity is his 

Millah, the community of believers under the leadership of Muhammad (SAS). 

Iqbal is of the view that: If one was bound with a place, the result will be utter 

destruction, one should live like a fish in the ocean independent of country. In the 

parlance of politics, "country" means something different; and according to the 

sayings of the Prophet, "country" is something else. The Muslim Millah is not 

based on territorial nationalism because, as he says, nationalism destroys the roots 

of Islamic nationality and divides God's creation into different nationalities. The 

Muslim Millah is global in context. Iqbal says in his Taranah-i-Milli (Milli 

anthem), China and Arabia are ours, so is India ours we are Muslims and the 

whole world is our country. Finally, the idea of the unity of Muslim Millah does 

not mean abolishing the nation-states. The nation-states within the larger 

framework of Millah and humanity are quite logical, indeed necessary. Thus, for 

Iqbal, the Islamic Millah is a sui generis because it was founded on monotheism. 
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Therefore, it transcends all barriers of race, color, language, and territory. It aims 

at achieving the integration of all mankind into a moral body for excellence. To 

Iqbal: This is the purpose of Nature, which is also the secret of being a Muslim. 

World encompassing brotherhood, and abundance of Love. shatter the images of 

color, race, and get lost in the community, so that there may be neither Turk, nor 

Iranian, nor Afghanis. 

b. PROPOSING THE IDEA OF PAKISTAN: 

Iqbal's view was not acceptable to the Congress leaders who were not willing to 

concede a separate national status to the Indian Muslims. However, they were 

willing to provide safeguards to all the religious communities in the future 

constitution of India including the Muslims. Consequently, the All-India Muslim 

League was described as a communal organization. This would have reduced the 

Indian Muslims merely to a religious minority. Also, this would have ultimately 

undermined the unique character of the Indian Muslims as a community in two 

ways—firstly, it would imply a complete break from the universal Millat; and 

secondly, it would reduce them to a helpless minority. In defending Muslim 

communalism, Iqbal observed in his famous Presidential Address of 1930: 

“And as far as I have been able to read the Muslim mind, I have no hesitation in 

declaring that if the principle that the Indian Muslim is entitled to full and free 

development on the lines of his own culture and tradition in his Indian homelands, 

is recognized as the basis of a permanent communal settlement, he will be ready 

to stake his all for the freedom of India, the principle that each group is entitled to 

free development on its lines is not inspired by any feeling of narrow 

communalism. There are communalisms and communalisms. I entertain the 

highest respect for the customs, laws, religious and social institutions of other 

communities. Yet I love the communal group which is the source of my life and 

behavior and which has formed me what I am by giving me its religion, its 

literature, its thoughts, its culture, and thereby recreating its whole past as a living 

factor in my present consciousness.” At this stage of his political career, Iqbal was 

willing to accept the solution of Hindu-Muslim conflict within the framework of a 

federal system, in which the Indian Muslims would enjoy a fully autonomous 

status in the provinces in which they were in majority. However, the Congress 

was not willing to accept a weak central government, and, therefore, they were not 

to concede autonomous status to the Muslim majority provinces. Iqbal proceeded 

to assert that the problem of India was “inter-national and not national” and 

submitted: “We are seventy million and far more homogenous than any other 

people in India. Indeed, the Muslims of India are the only people who can fitly be 

described as a nation in the modern sense of the word. The Hindus, though ahead 

of us almost in all respects, have not yet been able to achieve the kind of 

homogeneity, which is necessary for a nation, and which Islam has given you as a 

gift. No doubt they are anxious to become a nation but the process of becoming a 

nation is a kind of travail, and, in the case of Hindu India, involves a complete 

overhauling of her social structure.” 

In the above paragraph, Iqbal has clearly defined the political status of the Indian 

Muslims as a separate nationality; and, therefore, they were entitled to claim a 
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separate homeland by the recognized principle of national self-determination. In 

the annual session of the All India Muslim League Iqbal announced: “I would like 

to see Punjab, the North-West Frontier Province, Sind and Baluchistan 

amalgamated into a single State, self-governing within the British Empire, or 

without the British Empire. The formation of a consolidated North-Western 

Indian Muslim State appears to me to be the final destiny of the Muslims at least 

of North-West India.”15  

The declaration at the Allahabad annual meeting aroused other groups’ strong 

opposition, especially the ALL Indian National Congress, even the leaders of the 

All India Muslim League believed that Iqbal’s separate Muslim state was just a 

dream. Despite facing many resistances and threats from all sides, Iqbal did not 

give up his proposition. After that, he still vigorously promoted the theory of the 

establishment of a Muslim state alone, which eventually made the establishment 

of an independent Muslim state became a possible slogan in the Indian 

subcontinent.16 In the late 19th Century, Sir Ahmed Khan first proposed the Two 

Nations Theory, which had lasted more than 60 years to the real establishment of 

the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, and Sir syed Ahmed Khan did not mention 

independent statehood for the first time. Iqbal deepened the Two Nations Theory 

and proposed to establish a Muslim state in the Indian subcontinent, becoming a 

landmark event in the Pakistan movement. In 1933, Chaudhary Rahmat Ali, a 

student from the Indian subcontinent who went to Britain to study for the first 

time, “Now or Never”, written by him, in which the word Pakistan appears to 

have been used for the first time in a document: I am enclosing herewith an appeal 

on behalf of the thirty million Muslims of PAKISTAN, who live in the five 

Northern Units of India--Punjab, North-West Frontier (Afghan) Province, 

Kashmir, Sind, and Baluchistan. It embodies their demand for the recognition of 

their national status, as distinct from the other inhabitants of India, by the grant to 

Pakistan of a separate Federal Constitution on religious, social, and historical 

grounds.17 

After 1937, due to the sharp deterioration of the relationship between the Muslim 

League and the Indian National Congress, Iqbal’s ideological trend of establishing 

a separate Muslim state on the Indian subcontinent quickly spread and formed a 

strong cohesion in the Movement for Pakistan.18 Promoting the Transformation of 

the Leaders of the All India Muslim League: Establishment of a separate Muslim 

state on the Indian subcontinent though was considered impossible by most 

Muslims, especially the leaders of the All India Muslim League. After 1937, the 

situation changed rapidly. The All India Muslim League and the Indian National 

Congress continued to have a controversy on issues such as legislative assembly 

seats etc., and Muslims were constantly suppressed by the Indian National 

Congress in this regard. The gap between the Indian National Congress and the 

All India Muslim League was getting bigger and bigger, and the ideological trend 

of Muslims in the Indian subcontinent to establish a separate country has 

gradually formed a huge wave under the leadership of the All India Muslim 

League.19 
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In the process of fighting for the legitimate rights and interests of Muslims, the 

main leader of the All India Muslim League, Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali 

Jinnah, also gradually accepted Iqbal’s ideas. Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali 

Jinnah continued to strengthen the Two Nations Theory. He believed that 

Muslims and Hindus in the Indian subcontinent were two different nations. The 

two communities were too different and even opposite in many ways. It was 

impossible to get along in a country any more.20 He emphasized that since Indian 

Muslims were a separate nation, they deserved "own homes, own territories, and 

own countries." Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah’s acceptance of Iqbal’s 

ideas marked a complete change in the leadership of the All India Muslim League, 

and the All India Muslim League turned its full support to the Pakistan 

Movement, marking the establishment of Pakistan as a fact. On March 23, 1940, 

the All India Muslim League formally adopted the Lahore Resolution for the 

Establishment of Pakistan at the Lahore Annual Meeting.21 This Resolution 

unified the thoughts and actions of the leaders of the All India Muslim League and 

prompted the All India Muslim League to work hard for the establishment of 

Pakistan. The working direction of the All India Muslim League had changed 

qualitatively. Iqbal's efforts were eventually recognized by the All India Muslim 

League.22 

 IQBAL'S INFLUENCE ON INDIAN MUSLIMS FOR A 

MOVEMENT OF PAKISTAN 
With the introduction of political reforms in India by the British, the Muslims 

realized that they would become a permanent minority in a democratic system and 

it would never be possible for them to protect their fundamental rights. They only 

constituted one-fourth of the total Indian population and were much lesser in 

number than the majority Hindu communities. To protect their political, social, 

and religious rights they first demanded separate electorates. However, due to the 

political developments that took place in the country, they realized that even the 

right of separate electorates would not be enough and they had to search for some 

other long term solution.23 Iqbal  proposal for independent Muslim state in the 

Indian subcontinent caused a turning point in the demand of Muslim communities 

in the Indian subcontinent.24 This shows that Iqbal's ideological thought had a 

milestone significance in the Pakistan movement. Iqbal is considered to have 

given the vision for the creation of Pakistan, whereas Jinnah is considered to be 

the one who shaped this vision. 

In 1937, Iqbal wrote two letters to Muhammad Ali Jinnah. In the first one dated 

May 28, 1937, he wrote, “After a long and careful study of Islamic Law, I have 

concluded that if this system of Law is properly understood and applied, at last, 

the right to subsistence is secured to everybody. But the enforcement and 

development of the Sharia of Islam are impossible in this country without a free 

Muslim state or states. This has been my honest conviction for many years and I 

still believe this to be the only way to solve the problem of bread for Muslims as 

well as to secure a peaceful India.” 

In the second letter marked “Private and Confidential” dated June 21, 1937, Iqbal 

wrote, “Why should not the Muslims of North-West India and Bengal be 
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considered as nations entitled to self-determination just as other nations in India 

and outside India are? I think that the Muslims of North-West India and Bengal 

ought at present to ignore Muslim [-minority] provinces. This is the best course to 

adopt in the interests of both Muslim majority and minority provinces.” 

a. Lahore Resolution (demand of separate state for Muslims) A turning point 

in Muslim demands for their rights in India 

With the introduction of political reforms in India by the British, the Muslims 

realized that they would become a permanent minority in a democratic system and 

it would never be possible for them to protect their fundamental rights. They only 

constituted one-fourth of the total Indian population and were much lesser in 

number than the majority Hindu community. To protect their political, social, and 

religious rights they first demanded separate electorates. However, due to the 

political developments that took place in the country, they realized that even the 

right of separate electorates would not be enough and they had to search for some 

other long term solution. Being a realist he was not ready to announce the new 

plan until he was confident that the vast majority of the Muslims were behind 

him. After congress rule for two years 1937-39 Muslim degraded from congress 

and united rule so the overwhelming support from the Muslim masses for Jinnah’s 

call to celebrate Day of Deliverance on December 22, 1939, was a vote of 

confidence given by the Muslim Community in the leadership of Jinnah. 

The realization of Iqbal's thoughts and wishes: 

From the late 1930s to the early 1940s, conflicts between the Muslims and Hindus 

in the Indian subcontinent continued, and the relationship between the All India 

Muslim League and the Indian National Congress further deteriorated. In 1940, 

Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, leader of the All India Muslim League, 

further systematized the Two Nations Theory. He voiced with authority and skill 

the Muslims’ fears of permanent Hindu domination in any unitary plan and their 

consequent Two Nations Theory, which ultimately prevailed.25 Under the 

impetus of Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the All India Muslim League 

officially passed the Lahore Resolution to establish Pakistan in 1940. The Two 

Nations Theory finally matured, and the trend of establishing a Muslim state on 

the Indian subcontinent was inevitable. The leader of the Muslim League publicly 

declared: “No one can stop the establishment of Pakistan”. This declaration 

marked that the relationship between the All India Muslim League and the Indian 

National Congress had fallen into an irreparable situation, and the two parties 

finally parted ways. Although Iqbal passed away in Lahore on April 21, 1938, his 

death did not slow down the pace of the Pakistan Movement.26 

In 1947, the British rulers finally could not bear the pressure from home and 

abroad and had to compromise on the successive waves of struggle in the 

subcontinent. In 1947, soon after the new Governor Louis Mountbatten took 

office, he immediately began drafting documents that gave the Indian 

subcontinent the status of dominion. In June 1947, the British announced the 

Mountbatten Plan and agreed to divide India and Pakistan into two different 

states. On August 14, Pakistan declared independence. On March 23, 1956, 

Pakistan changed its dominion to a republic and was named the Islamic Republic 
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of Pakistan. Iqbal's Ideological thought and the dream finally became a reality. 

The scheme demanded in Pakistan Resolution was almost similar to the concept 

expressed by Iqbal in Allahabad Address in 1930. Thus, Iqbal’s concept of a 

separate homeland served as a foundation of political demand for Pakistan in 

1940. This was also affirmed by Jinnah in these words “Iqbal is no more amongst 

us, but had he been alive he would have been happy to know that we did exactly 

what he wanted us to do. 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF PAKISTAN'S INDEPENDENCE AND ITS 

WORLD IMPACT: 
The spread of Islam in the Indian subcontinent and the caste system: 

Even before the life of Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him) in the 600s, 

Arab traders were in contact with India. Naturally, when the Arabs began to 

convert to Islam, they carried their new religion to the shores of India. The first 

great expansion of Islam into India came during the Umayyad Dynasty of caliphs, 

who were based in Damascus. In 711, the Umayyad’s appointed a young 17-year-

old Imad-ud-Din Muhammad from Ta’if to extend Umayyad control into Sindh. 

The successive waves of Muslim armies penetrating India followed much the 

same pattern. Leaders such as Mahmud of Ghazni and Muhammad Tughluq 

expanded Muslim political domains in different directions without altering the 

religious or social fabric of Indian society. The spread of Islam in the Indian 

subcontinent has a long history. As early as the 7th Century A.D, after the rise of 

Islam on the Arabian Peninsula, it subsequently spread outward in two routes in 

the East: one direction was Persia and Afghanistan; the other direction was the 

Indian subcontinent. During the spread of Islam to the Indian subcontinent, it took 

more than 1,000 years to make Islamization part of the Indian subcontinent. 

Because pre-Islamic India was entirely based on a caste system in which society 

was broken into separate parts, conversion to Islam happened in a step-by-step 

process. Often, entire castes would convert to Islam at a time. This would happen 

for many different reasons. Often, however, the equality Islam provided was more 

attractive than the caste system’s organized racism.27 In the caste system, you are 

born to pre-determined position in society. There was no opportunity for social 

mobility or to achieve greater than what your parents achieved. By converting to 

Islam, people had the opportunity to move up in society, and no longer were 

subservient to the Brahman caste.28  During the reign of the Sultanate of Delhi and 

the Mughal Empire, although the Muslims and Hindus of this land did not split 

into two countries, the differences between these two communities had long 

existed. After the Indian subcontinent became a colony, the British rulers adopted 

the strategy of divide and rule against the Muslims and Hindus, making their gap 

wider and wider. The political, economic, and cultural differences between 

Muslims and Hindus were becoming increasingly wide, which ultimately leads to 

irreconcilable contradictions between these two communities. Muslim 

intellectuals led by Iqbal realized these differences and had to strive for up 

keeping their existence as a vital force through their efforts. It can be said that the 

founding of Pakistan is a choice that Muslims in the Indian subcontinent had to 

make based on history and reality. Today, there are over 500 million Muslims 
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throughout the Indian subcontinent (India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh), making it 

one of the largest population centers of Muslims in the world. Since Islam first 

entered India, it has contributed greatly to the area and its people. Today, 

numerous theories about how India came to be such a largely Muslim land exist. 
29 In the struggle of the people of this land against imperialism and colonialism, 

the Muslims of the Indian subcontinent represented by Iqbal finally chose their 

path. Through their efforts, they finally mastered their destiny and established 

their state. The Partition of India of 1947 was the division of British India into 

two independent dominion states, India and Pakistan. The Dominion of India is 

today the Republic of India; the Dominion of Pakistan is today the Islamic 

Republic of Pakistan and the People's Republic of Bangladesh. The partition 

involved the division of two provinces, Bengal and Punjab, based on district-wise 

non-Muslim or Muslim majorities. The partition also saw the division of the 

British Indian Army, the Royal Indian Navy, the Indian Civil Service, the 

railways, and the central treasury. The partition was outlined in the Indian 

Independence Act 1947 and resulted in the dissolution of the British Raj or Crown 

rule in India. The two self-governing countries of India and Pakistan legally came 

into existence at midnight on 14th of August 1947. The partition displaced 10 to 

20 million people along religious lines, creating overwhelming refugee crises in 

the newly constituted dominions. There was large-scale violence, with estimates 

of a loss of life several hundred thousand accompanying or preceding the 

partition. The violent nature of the partition created an atmosphere of hostility and 

suspicion between India and Pakistan that affects their relationship to this day. 

After Pakistan’s independence, November 9 was designated as the Iqbal Day 

every year, and various commemorative activities were held on his birthday, 

showing Iqbal’s lofty status in the eyes of the Pakistani people. 30 

 

CONCLUSION: 
As a visionary Muslim poet and philosopher, Iqbal not only enlightened and 

united the Muslims of the Indian subcontinent, but also promoted the idea of 

separate state for Muslims among them. He skillfully used the appeal of religion 

to express the demand for innovation and put forward new critical views on how 

to transform the traditional religious ideas so that they can provide answers to the 

needs of modern human society. Iqbal is regarded as the most outstanding poet in 

Urdu and Persian in the 20th century. His reputation comes from his poems 

written in classical style, which are novel in conception, delicate in depiction, 

profound in meaning, beautiful in diction, lyrical and philosophical, with obvious 

patriotism, fiercely attacking the colonialists, calling on the oppressed nations to 

unite and fight for independence and freedom. Recitation of his poems among the 

public, and even among the illiterate is widely spread. Muhammad Iqbal is the 

spiritual and intellectual founder of Pakistan. No poet or philosopher in the history 

of the world has inspired and energized millions of people as Iqbal did. He was 

the last and greatest thinker of the historic Aligarh Movement which brought 

about a paradigm shift in the consciousness of the Muslims of India and 

transformed their destiny. But Iqbal's place in history is not limited to his role as a 
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modernist, reformist Muslim thinker in India. He is the most outstanding poet-

philosopher of the world of Islam, and the world in general, since the death of 

Jalaluddin (Wikipedia, 2021) Rumi in 1273. Iqbal is unmatched in his versatility 

and the breadth of his knowledge and vision and as a poet, philosopher, 

educationist, lawyer, political activist, social reformer. His message is more 

relevant and important to contemporary Muslims than the message of any other 

Muslim thinker of the past or present. This is due not only to the fact that Iqbal 

faced the challenges of both traditionalism and modernism fearlessly, but also - 

and more importantly - because he had a profound understanding of the integrated 

vision of the Qur'an which he made the basis of his philosophy. 

The "dream" for a separate homeland was the outcome of a lifetime of deep 

thinking and feeling, study, creativity, and prayer. Iqbal died in 1938, nine years 

before the creation of Pakistan, but his role in the Pakistan Movement was so 

pivotal that it is not an exaggeration to say that if there had been no Iqbal, there 

might have been no Pakistan. The influence that Iqbal wielded was phenomenal. 

His reputation - not only as an outstanding poet and philosopher - but also as a 

person of unswerving conviction and incorruptible honesty and had contributed 

greatly to the rallying of Muslims under the banner upheld by the Quaid-i-Azam 

Muhammad Ali Jinnah. 

The need for a separate homeland was based on ideological differences with 

Hindus. Hindus and Muslims were two nations having two different religions. It 

was not a mere economic problem for which Muslims had to sacrifice so much. 

Islam and Hinduism versus Secularism are two separate ideologies. Opting for a 

secular Pakistan means the negation of Iqbal's Vision of Pakistan.  Islam is the 

Ideology of Pakistan. Iqbal’s vision of Islam inspired Quaid.  Quaid’s sincerity to 

Islam and Muslims realized the dream of Iqbal for an independent state, Pakistan. 

The emergence of Pakistan saved Muslims from the fate of Muslim Spain. To 

uphold the sovereignty of Pakistan it is essential that along with geographical 

defense the ideological defense is ensured. Pakistan is not a mere geographical 

entity it is the name of an ideology. The motivation behind the Pakistan demand 

was ideological: the desire to establish a truly Islamic polity to translate the tenets 

of Islam into terms of practical life. This ideology was central and fundamental to 

Muslim nationhood. The independence of Pakistan in 1947 allowed the Muslims 

of the Indian subcontinent to finally shape their destiny according to their wishes. 

 

References 
1 “The national poet of Pakistan, Dr. Muhammad Allama Iqbalh”, ttp://visitpak.com/the-
national-poet-of-pakistan-dr-muhammad-allama-iqbal/ 
2 “Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah Founder of Pakistan”, 
https://www.proudtips.com/quaid-e-azam-muhammad-ali-jinnah/#quaid-e-azam-
muhammad-ali-jinnah-creator-of-pakistan 
3 “Muhammad Iqbal Biography, Life, Interesting Facts”, 
https://www.sunsigns.org/famousbirthdays/d/profile/muhammad-iqbal/ 
4 Zhu Mingzhong, “The Rise of Hindu Nationalism and Indian Politics”, Contemporary 



 

 

115 Iqbal Views on Muslim Nationalism in India 

AL-ASR Research Journal (Vol.3, Issue 2, 2023: April-June) 

 

Asia-Pacific, No.8, 1999, pp. 30-38. （Chinese Version） 
5 “Political Thought of Iqbal and Contemporary Islamic Resurgence”, 
https://www.iqbal.com.pk/944-allama-iqbal-studies/scholarly-articles/1629-political-
thought-of-iqbal-and-contemporary-islamic-resurgence 
6 Ibid. 
7 Rizwan Malik, “Preservation of Muslim Identity in South Asia: Iqbal. Jinnah and the 
Nationalist Ulama”, Pakistan Journal of History and Culture, Vol.XX, No.1, January-June 
1999. 
8 Poet Iqbal（Chinese Version），
http://www.zgmsl.com/Article/mmrw/200608/102.html 
9 K. K. Gori, Ma Ming, “Iqbal: Oriental Poet and Prophet of Human Liberation”, South 

Asian Studies, No.01, 1983, pp. 13-15. （Chinese Version） 
10 Zhang Yulan: “Iqbal’s Poetry and Philosophical Social Thoughts”, South Asian Studies, 

No.2, 2001, pp. 55-60. （Chinese Version） 
11 Ibid. 
12 Liu Shuxiong, Iqbal, A Muslim Poet and Philosopher, Beijing, Peking University Press, 

2006, p. 179. （Chinese Version） 
13 Latif Ahmed Sherwani, “Allama Iqbal and the Pakistan Movement” 
http://www.allamaiqbal.com/publications/journals/review/apr83/1.htm                                                                                     
14 Lei Wuling, “On Iqbal’s National Thought”, South Asian Studies, No.1, 2007, p. 33. 
15 Nazeer Ahmed, “The Partition of India”, https://historyofislam.com/contents/the-
modern-age/the-partition-of-India/ 
16 Kishwar Sultana, “Iqbal and Jinnah: A Study in Contact and Divergence”, Pakistan 
Journal of History and Culture, Vol.XXII, No.2, July-December, 2001. 
17 G. Allana, Pakistan Movement Historical Documents, University of Karachi, 1969, pp. 
103-110. 
http://www.columbia.edu/itc/mealac/pritchett/00islamlinks/txt_rahmatali_1933.html 
18 Sultana, “Iqbal and Jinnah: A Study in Contact and Divergence”. 
19 Mohammad Nasir Ali, “Allama Muhanmiad Iqbal’s Concept of Muslim Nationalism”, 
Pakistan Journal of History and Culture, Vol.XVIII, No.2, July – December, 1997. 
20 Ali, “Allama Muhanmiad Iqbal’s Concept of Muslim Nationalism” 
21 The Lahore Resolution commonly known as the Pakistan Resolution was a political 
resolution, or statement drafted between 22nd to 24th March 1940, by the 25-member 
Working Committee of the All-India Muslim League. 
22 Sultana, “Iqbal and Jinnah: A Study in Contact and Divergence” 
23 “Lahore Resolution (1940)”, https://historypak.com/lahore-resolution-1940/ 
24 Kishwar Sultana, “The Politics of Iqbal (I926-38)”, Pakistan Journal of History and 
Culture, Vol.XV No.2, July-December, 1994. 
25 “Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah Founder of Pakistan”.. 
26 Kishwar Sultana, “Iqbal’s Political Philosophy and Concept of State”, Pakistan Journal of 
History and Culture, Vol. XXIII, No.2, July-December, 2002. 
27 M. Ashraf Chaudhri, “Iqbal’s Concept of Man”, Pakistan Journal of History and Culture, 
Vol.XV No.1, January-June, 1994. 
28 “How Islam Spread in India”, https://www.islamicity.org/11485/how-islam-spread-in-



 

 

116 Iqbal Views on Muslim Nationalism in India 

AL-ASR Research Journal (Vol.3, Issue 2, 2023: April-June) 

 

India/ 
29 Ibid. 
30 “Pakistan Remembers Allama Iqbal”, http://aglobalworld.com/holidays-around-the-
world/pakistan-iqbal-day 

Bibliography 
[1] Rizwan Malik. Preservation of Muslim Identity in South Asia: Iqbal. Jinnah and the 
Nationalist Ulama. Pakistan Journal of History and Culture, 1999(01). 
[2] Kishwar Sultana.Iqbal and Jinnah: A Study in Contact and Divergence: Pakistan Journal 
of History and Culture, 2001(02). 
[3] Mohammad Nasir Ali. Allama Muhammad Iqbal’s Concept of Muslim Nationalism: 
Pakistan Journal of History and Culture, 1997(02). 
[4] Kishwar Sultana. The Politics of Iqbal (I926-38): Pakistan Journal of History and Culture, 
1994. (02). 
[5] Kishwar Sultana. Iqbal’s Political Philosophy and Concept of State: Pakistan Journal of 
History and Culture, 2002(02). 
[6] M. Ashraf Chaudhri. Iqbal’s Concept of Man: Pakistan Journal of History and Culture, 
1994(01). 
[7] SherAli Tareen.The Political Philosophy of Muhammad Iqbal: Islam and Nationalism in 
Late Colonial India: The Journal of Asian Studies, 2012. xix, 234 pp.217-219. 
[8] Javed Majeed. Muhammad Iqbal: Islam, Aesthetics and Postcolonialism, 2020 
[9] Teena Purohit. Muhammad Iqbal on Muslim Orthodoxy and Transgression: A Response 
to Nehru.:ReOrient, 2015(01), pp. 78–92. 
[10] Ahmed, P. D. (2001). History of Islam an encyclopedia of Islamic history. Retrieved 
from Historyofislam.com: http://www.historyofislam.com/ 
[11] AllahDino1. (2018). Muhammad Iqbal and Division of Sub-continent. Journal of 
History Culture and Art Research · June 2018, 1-10. Retrieved from 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/326211288 
[12] Ansari, S. (2017). How the Partition of India happened – and why its effects are still 
felt today. Retrieved from The conversation: https://theconversation.com/how-the-
partition-of-india-happened-and-why-its-effects-are-still-felt-today-81766 
[13] Dalrymple, W. (2015). The Great Divide. Retrieved from The New yorker: 
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2015/06/29/the-great-divide-books-dalrymple 
[14] Doshi, V. (2017). 70 years later, survivors recall the horrors of India-Pakistan partition. 
Retrieved from The Washington Post: https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia-
pacific/70-years-later-survivors-recall-the-horrors-of-india-pakistan-
partition/2017/08/14/3b8c58e4-7de9-11e7-9026-4a0a64977c92_story.html 
[15] hassan2008, D. r. (n.d.). Understanding Iqbal's 'dream' of Pakistan. Retrieved from 
nation.com.pk: https://nation.com.pk/14-Aug-2008/understanding-iqbals-dream-of-
pakistan 
[16] Historypak. (n.d.). Iqbal’s Vision of Pakistan: A Philosophical and Political Study. 
Retrieved from Historypak.com: https://historypak.com/iqbals-vision-of-pakistan-a-
philosophical-and-political-study-2/ 

http://aglobalworld.com/holidays-around-the-world/pakistan-iqbal-day
http://aglobalworld.com/holidays-around-the-world/pakistan-iqbal-day
https://schlr.cnki.net/home/search?ad=1&sw-input-ath=Javed%20Majeed
http://www.historyofislam.com/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/326211288
https://theconversation.com/how-the-partition-of-india-happened-and-why-its-effects-are-still-felt-today-81766
https://theconversation.com/how-the-partition-of-india-happened-and-why-its-effects-are-still-felt-today-81766
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2015/06/29/the-great-divide-books-dalrymple
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia-pacific/70-years-later-survivors-recall-the-horrors-of-india-pakistan-partition/2017/08/14/3b8c58e4-7de9-11e7-9026-4a0a64977c92_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia-pacific/70-years-later-survivors-recall-the-horrors-of-india-pakistan-partition/2017/08/14/3b8c58e4-7de9-11e7-9026-4a0a64977c92_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia-pacific/70-years-later-survivors-recall-the-horrors-of-india-pakistan-partition/2017/08/14/3b8c58e4-7de9-11e7-9026-4a0a64977c92_story.html
https://nation.com.pk/14-Aug-2008/understanding-iqbals-dream-of-pakistan
https://nation.com.pk/14-Aug-2008/understanding-iqbals-dream-of-pakistan
https://historypak.com/iqbals-vision-of-pakistan-a-philosophical-and-political-study-2/
https://historypak.com/iqbals-vision-of-pakistan-a-philosophical-and-political-study-2/


 

 

117 Iqbal Views on Muslim Nationalism in India 

AL-ASR Research Journal (Vol.3, Issue 2, 2023: April-June) 

 

[17] historypak.com. (n.d.). Iqbal’s Vision of Pakistan: A Philosophical and Political Study. 
Retrieved from Historypak.com: https://historypak.com/iqbals-vision-of-pakistan-a-
philosophical-and-political-study-2/ 
[18] Junaid, s. b. (2002). Iqbal and Muslim Unity. Intellectual Discourse, 2002 Vol 10, No 2, 
115-124, 1-10. 
[19] Mohomed, C. (2014). "Islam" as the national identity for the formation of Pakistan: 
the political thought of Muhammad Iqbal and Abu'l 'Ala Mawdudi. História vol.33 no.1 
Franca Jan./June 2014, 1-30. Retrieved from 
http://www.scielo.br/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S0101-90742014000100015 
[20] Moshaver, Z. (n.d.). Political Background of the Indian Subcontinent. Retrieved from 
springer link: https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007%2F978-1-349-11471-9_1 
[21] Popp, S. (2019). Muhammad Iqbal – Reconstructing Islam along . Interdisciplinary 
Journal for Religion and, 201-229. 
[22] Today, E. (2017). Do you know how Islam spread in the Indian subcontinent? 
Retrieved from eygpttoday.com: https://www.egypttoday.com/Article/4/5996/Do-you-
know-how-Islam-spread-in-the-Indian-subcontinent 
[23] Wikipedia. (2021). Partition of India. Retrieved from Wikipedia.org: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Partition_of_India 

https://historypak.com/iqbals-vision-of-pakistan-a-philosophical-and-political-study-2/
https://historypak.com/iqbals-vision-of-pakistan-a-philosophical-and-political-study-2/
http://www.scielo.br/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S0101-90742014000100015
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007%2F978-1-349-11471-9_1
https://www.egypttoday.com/Article/4/5996/Do-you-know-how-Islam-spread-in-the-Indian-subcontinent
https://www.egypttoday.com/Article/4/5996/Do-you-know-how-Islam-spread-in-the-Indian-subcontinent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Partition_of_India

